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Written by: Sabreen Abo Aloula
Title: Blue

I woke up in the morning to muse on a sunray, seeping timidly into my bed. I have
a violet bedcover I'd chosen. I was feeling lost after a romantic affair ended; when I
was no longer lost, I bought it. I block the sun’s rays from reaching my face with a
pillow. It was the first thing I owned upon arrival in Lebanon, having lost my room
in Yarmuk Camp.

The truth is that it was the pillow’s colour that woke me up, not the sun’s rays.
Blue is actually my favourite colour. For some reason, though, its come to mean
displacement, refuge, and anger at, and from, everything. What if the UNRWA!, with
its blue-coloured logo, hadn’t been created?

Would I have been awoken? Would I still have gone to the market to choose that
violet cover?

! The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees.



Introduction

Long-term displacement has become the norm for most
people experiencing displacement. Yet policies and
assistance towards refugees continue to take a more short-
term perspective, as if people’s lives are kept on hold in
displacement. For young people living with displacement
this tension between the long and the short terms creates
challenges in envisioning specific futures and making
choices at critical points in their lives. In education, for
example, what education choices do young people make
if their legal status limits their access to employment?
In this research programme we have specifically asked:
In displacement settings, what shapes the trajectories of
young people from education into employment?

The principal research questions we seek to answer are:

1. How does legal status (refugee, national, migrant,
displaced) and the accompanying rights and
restrictions of that status impact trajectories from
education to employment?

2. What is the interaction between different types
of education (including no education) and
employment for different groups of young people
in the context of protracted displacement?

We have worked with young people - nationals, Syrian
and Palestinian refugees — in Jordan and Lebanon.
Lebanon and Jordan are among the countries in the world
hosting the most refugees relative to their population.
The two countries represent the many countries across
the globe where refugees cannot automatically work,
where work can only be accessed through a work permit,
and where education of different groups is segregated.
A main aim of the project has therefore been concerned
with understanding the role of young peoples legal
status in shaping their trajectories from education to
employment. By including the experience of nationals,
meaning individuals with citizenship in Jordan and
Lebanon, in addition to Palestinian and Syrian refugees,
we were able to understand better some of the specificities
of displacement and the experience of living in a context
where displacement represents part of the public narrative.

We have applied numerous different methods and worked
with young people in different ways over the course of the
project. We conducted a survey of 1,442 young people in
the two countries, and life history interviews with 293
young people. We worked with professional artists and the
young people in making theatre, videos, creative writing,
art work and documentaries. We have also engaged in
various forms of collaborative analyses with the young
people over the course of the programme. Excerpts of
this work and of the young people’s reflections on these
processes are included throughout this volume, and more

is available online, at www.educationtoemployment.org

As a starting point, we defined ‘young people’ as people
between the age of 15 and 29 years old in line with the
official national definition in Lebanon, but throughout
the project, we opened up that discussion to the young
people involved. We engaged in conversations about
how people in this age category understand ‘youth’; to
what extent they place themselves in the youth category;
and, what life experiences help them to shape their
understanding of themselves as youth or not.

Throughout the project we have found that there is no
one size fits all trajectory for young people through
education and many young people experience a non-
linear trajectory. Hence, one of the other key dimensions
we have been engaging with is the interaction between
different forms of education and employment for
different groups of young people in the context of
protracted displacement. With the research we then
aimed to contribute much needed knowledge about
the relationship between education and employment in
displacement settings.

We are an interdisciplinary team of researchers,
practitioners and artists and we worked closely with
young people to examine how education opportunities
and experiences of refugees affect and shape their
trajectories and everyday realities. Ultimately, it is the
narratives and insights of the young people that have
shaped the outcomes of this research. This publication
is an attempt to represent the work and provide the
insights we all gained in the collaborations over more
than three years working together. Our intention
through this book is to provide a testament to the work
of the young people who engaged with this project, and
to share their experiences and insights into education,
employment, displacement, and much more, with a
wider community. Alongside and with their work,
we offer reflections on the process of engaging in
creative and collaborative research work, and starting
explorations of the findings and implications of our
research. With this in mind, each section of the book
contains a mixture of creative expression, short thematic
essays, and thoughts shared by those who participated
in the study.

Following this introduction, Part 1 explains our approach
to the research, the different activities we enacted, and
explains our understanding of the concept of trajectories.
Part 2 moves on to discuss some of the factors we have
found to be influential in young peoples trajectories
in education and employment, such as legal status,
and gender. In Part 3, we build on our research to look
forward and propose recommendations for education
policy in contexts of long-term displacement.
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Education and employment in Jordan and Lebanon

Despite concerted international focus on access to
education for all children, substantial differences in access
and quality of education persist between refugees and
nationals in Jordan and Lebanon. In combination with
long-standing restrictions on formal employment for non-
nationals, young refugees face considerable barriers to
education and work.

In recent decades, there has been concerted international
efforts to ensure that all children attend school.
Initiatives such as the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and Education in Emergencies (EiE) aim to
further expand education to all. Both Lebanon and
Jordan have enacted policies in order to expand access to
education for refugees through their inclusion in existing
education structures. In Lebanon, this has taken the
form of Reaching All Children with Education (RACE I
and II), while in Jordan this has primarily been through
the Jordan Response Plan. However, in both countries
enrollment of Syrian refugees remains low, especially in
secondary school and higher education, and there are
stark differences in the quality of education received.
For Palestinian refugees, both countries maintain an
education system provided by the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) that is distinct from the national
education system, though not all Palestinian refugees
attend UNRWA schools. In Jordan, the UNRWA system
only extends until the end of primary education, while in
Lebanon there are a small number of UNRWA-provided
secondary schools and two vocational institutes.
Vocational education has formerly been largely
overlooked, but has been subject to reform in both Jordan
and Lebanon in recent years and is now well-established.
However, access for refugees remains limited to private
institutions and, for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon,
to UNRWA institutions. Both Lebanon and Jordan also
have non-formal schooling programmes, which support
students who have dropped out from formal education
but wish to pursue learning or re-enrol in school
including catch-up initiatives and Home Schooling.
There are also a range of informal programmes that
provide alteranative learning, short courses, and life-
skills. The quantitative survey that we conducted in 2019
showed that legal status, socio-economic status, gender,
and mother’s education were significant factors in young
people’s educational attainment, and that, in both Jordan
and Lebanon, young refugees were more likely to leave
school without completing their education as compared
to nationals.

DROPOUT RATES ACCORDING TO
LEGAL STATUS IN LEBANON & JORDAN

28.26%
22.70%
PALESTINIAN SYRIAN
IH REFUGEES REFUGEES NATIONALS
B
I JORDAN [l LEBANON

As elsewhere in the world, Jordan and Lebanon are both
experiencing high and rising levels of youth unemployment.
For young refugees, these structural conditions are further
exacerbated by legal restrictions on working. Syrian refugees
in Jordan may access a work permit through the auspices of
the Jordan Compact, which allows for employment within
specific sectors. However, many Syrians have not applied
and a large percentage are working informally. Palestinian
refugees in Jordan, who hold different statuses depending
on when they arrived in Jordan and from where they moved,
have a range of positions with regards to access to work, but
those without a national ID number require a work permit. In
Lebanon, non-nationals are required to have a work permit.
In addition, both countries maintain a list of professions
that are closed to non-nationals, which is subject to change.
Our quantitative survey again showed that legal status was a
substantial factor in whether young people were employed,
with other key factors being gender and, in Lebanon, socio-
economic status.

~

The legal and structural barriers to employment, in
combination with the differentiated and stratified
education system affect young people’s trajectories from
education to employment: the aspirations they hold,
possibilities they encounter, and the plans they make. In
this research project, we aimed to understand and unpick
how young people of different statuses experience and
make sense of these restrictions, and the impact they
have on their trajectories.

10
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Written by: Ali Najem
Title: Equilibrium

Following an exile of a few years, the immigrant landed in his homeland, rendering his savings into a
slab of concrete. The more the building rose, the more its social status rose along. It’s as if we lived in
the systematic arbitrariness of a concrete jungle, reflecting nothing but the aesthetic objective of the
sovereign's work; the building’s designer.

De we live in an asymmetrical labyrinth? Equilibrium exists in nature, and, so, we might equally
find it in a labyrinth. Yet here, the rhythm isn’t free and resembles, to an extent, our life’s patterns of
consumption.

Here, one can observe neither movement nor harmony but from atop the buildings that the sovereign
gradually climbs. And sovereignty here isn't in design, but in consumption.
I consume, therefore I am.
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Part One: Collaborative approaches to research with young people

Beyond interviews: Collaborative research and coproduction of knowledge through films,
creative writing, paintings and theatrical performances

Alexandra Kassir

Collaborative research has been a foundation of this
work, put into practice through different creative
productions. This has opened space for deeper insights
and more nuanced understandings, challenged
stereotypes, and led to valuable relationships between
participants.

“This is the truth, this is our truth’ It is with these words
that Ghaith Al Baghdadi summarised ‘Here we are, a
collaborative filmmaking project he worked on, during its
premiere at the Karama human rights film festival in Beirut.
The documentary directed by Ali Al Atassi and Joude
Gorani, sets out to capture the different realities of young
people living in today’s Lebanon. It is the product of a two-
year long collaboration between researchers, filmmakers,
and a group of Lebanese, Palestinian and Syrian youth who
participated in the ‘From Education to Employment?’ study.

Since its inception, our study based in Lebanon and
Jordan, sought to open spaces for the co-production
of knowledge, to provide a deeper insight into young
people’s trajectories and experiences in education and
employment. This commitment to work with, rather
than on young people, lead to different collaborations,
and artistic productions in each country.

In Jordan, fifteen young people were invited to draw their
‘river of life, under the guidance of Dana Al Barqawi, a
mixed media artist, while another group produced a short
documentary entitled ‘Some of All, Youth in Jordan,
under the direction of Sawsan Darwaza. In Lebanon,
besides the production of ‘Here we are, we also partnered
with local organisations on two storytelling projects.
While Ghaith, Mira, Mahmoud, Omar and Rana were
documenting their stories through films in Beirut, a series
of theatre workshops in collaboration with Al Jana, the
Arab Resource Centre for Popular Arts were held online
under the direction of Roueida Al Ghali. With the onset
of the pandemic, our initial plan to create a play had to be
adapted and eight theatrical performances written by the
young people and filmed in their homes were produced
instead. In Saida and in collaboration with Lil Madina,
a creative writing hub ‘Lafeef led by Amal Kaawash,
brought together aspiring young writers who met on a
weekly basis in a community garden to share ideas and
experiences and put their stories on paper.
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Several public events showcasing the artistic productions
of the young people were organised in both countries.
They aimed to engage a diverse audience with different
issues related to the conditions of education and
employment of young people in Lebanon and Jordan. By
providing spaces for a plurality of voices to be heard, we
wished to offer a more nuanced understanding of what
it is like to be young in today’s Lebanon and Jordan, and
highlight the importance of attending to the concomitant
ways in which legal status, social class and gender shape
young people’s journeys into education and employment
(or lack thereof).

Through these screenings, talks and exhibitions, we also
hoped to challenge the dominant discourse on ‘refugees’
which typically portrays people who have been forcibly
displaced as victims or threats and either way, largely
dehumanises them. People we spoke to during our
research often told us about the burden of an imposed
‘refugee identity’. They recounted the hardships of leaving
a place ‘as a person’ who ‘had a life} only to enter another
‘as a refugee, as a person deprived of her very identity.
In their films, paintings, writings and short theatrical
performances, the young people took ownership of
their narratives. They invited us into their homes and
welcomed us into their kitchens, their bedrooms, their
gardens and in the places where they hang out. They
took us on trips down their memory lanes and shared
their dreams, their fears, their hopes and regrets. They
told us about their workplaces, their schooling, their
pastimes and the little details of their everyday life. They
spoke about the damages of racism and sexism, told
us about the traumatic events they have been through,
about their daily struggles, the challenges they face and
how they navigate uncertainty. They shared their joys,
their strengths and vulnerabilities, their doubts and
aspirations, and revealed many aspects of their lives,
which too often remain invisible as they are reduced to
their refugee status.

At a time where anti-refugee rhetoric is largely promoted
by the establishment, these artistic productions also
contributed to paint a different picture of the relations
between nationals and refugees. The young people who
joined the project instantly connected to share stories
and ideas and this was clearly visible in their artwork



bringing to light shared experiences, memories, struggles,
aspirations and hopes for the future. If the undeniable
impact of legal status was evident in their stories, the
young people also spoke about other forms of exclusion
they face related to their social class, their gender or
place of residence, and brought to light different social
and political bonds that unite them (whether friendship,
activism or marriage for example) which are too often
made invisible by public discourses separating between
the ‘refugees’ and the ‘host communities.

In this collaborative journey, the process was equally if not
more important than the final product. We placed emphasis
on the creative experience and tried to provide safe
environments that would allow the participants to freely

The team working on the ‘Some of All’ documentary in Amman

share their stories and express themselves without worrying
about the technical or aesthetic aspect of their artwork.

If these collaborations came out of a concern to provide
richer and more authentic insights into young people’s
trajectories and experiences, they proved to be more than
a ‘successful strategy’ to communicate the gist of our
research to abroader audience. They opened new learning
spaces beyond the limits of qualitative investigation and
pushed us to think differently. As we strived to challenge
the existing power dynamics and bring diverse forms of
knowledge into conversation, we learned valuable lessons
along the way and for that, I will be forever grateful to
the young people who joined us on this reflective journey
and inspired me beyond the scope of this research.

Photographer: CLS, Amman

14



Olidl go Sgondd dgles galio 13V e52d1

Lo k] (9,15 L)) Ologll el LS @Y e &8ymel) Iakl gloYls dslatll Caomd] UL am Lo

08 oolesl 48 1del 0l U5 dygmo oo W 1ss) dog,all 6ol &se’
Sooutal ogilon (0 a5y polalS ((i2dlST 5T Ilsud ks ‘gl
Spail] Ol publy LS dal) Olosl @8 DY (o oaiblsy Ol
Byts pasulhe § Ly camidly palilis J] Wssws 15eld lgsly l9als I
Moy § LSy Isals gd T35 sy LI oSLYI s eaiShios paasd
193w s 0allels 0adslies ol dS)Lings eail,SI5 Olian e

0 8>l deoliss euds duat 4dSs eailulds eallial oS oo U
Sl W 995 (guizd] suaedlly & parsl) 5100 s Is3ios diasyl il
029 Wisazley Al Ohaslly Gesd! pa=liS ge9 b e I des b
0eSsSis padudy eaisd blisy 0am3l IsS)Ls . Jsgertl me Joledl daS
Lt A5 L WE Hls ol Wiloz oo 13801 05 192553 ailosabs
W a8l pardsd 65 S

s S w J oM b Sls Gt gg iy pllad) 48 psdy 039 §
e Wls blshl ou OBl dalise 8y50 gy La] &l Gl oY) ode
S5 paadl 1553l Tskail L Olepw ol & 1553l o) QL) o)
Biadl panles e spall Clalo G £ egllosi @ Tdls i OIS
sl gagll 556 O Juituall callels eailosabs pailluay ea3l S3s
S5 U o Ll 163355 QL) o805 oaaad & 0S5 5Sg Vs el
4S5 Bos 9 pauiz 9 dsluiz pgriday sy Ll slecadl lgd Osezls
Blaall Jie) pasezs G Lwlally dslozz) OB s sgal Ishlug
1 sl Shlsod) oy Lo 0555 Lo W ls (o3l o dasi¥l o
Sdial) Oleaisbl 5 oM ou Jads

Ol Glad! bl s dnal Uiy Y ddasdl sy O ABslstl dlo )l 0
el 5455 O Wols dielud) Oyload] e 5500 el ool oS5 ¢
Jsor Bl 033 il 38 pusdlls & o paaad 3)lig oS)Liel) praus
)l pgllosY Llazdly SIS CSlsdl

Ohled G 58Ty L8l jlate el Gle goye Ao ol 1 OIS

057 Jogi “doels dml il Sieme e 5T 4 Cdl 0SUs o) oyl
590 39l pleil) B Siloluse iy o8 488 masl sp0 I Lz
35 ] s BS Lot wlittna ioluly 1Sl de (2,35 o gill 3ot
ladss slsodl ] d8,mbl 0 degiia JISCaT e Yl ) 83801 Slialins
) Oleadl Vaa) a1 I dtas 9sST Ggw U5 &bl lsb dazd Lug)s
Coxdl e 3l gl Gsaal] cadlls Lilold) dlo )l 0l § L] Isauasl

15

e 1yl

Olob) PN (o datl] 4B md99 (el i e (ol Comd) Guisy
sl o s ST pualing asT oY Jlodl 1 peudl 335 dishuy)
SSsLad) e deB GBMe sois J) &3l cdiasd]

Cu Ly o2 U OldSTl ode CS6 Luiids (o oo didsdl o oda
o dsls Glokew g9 i 99 (Here We Are) ‘Lia oo L™ gdlasd]
(0579 & LY G Glazead) &elS Olse & S 4,0 wie ade

BBl bladl J] sz 3925 oYl e bl (B el Bagy
15 e dos o5 48] psal Ol § Osibams G2l) Gl dalzil)
Otshaddlls oLl GLadl o degommos BT milo (il gy G
Sl J] w57 Eomdl § 15S5L5 ) o sall

631 ey el Jle § pangs OLadl Ohluk Bosl ligs 0350 S
Lol OB ] cpaals Jasdl o Yo coltl mo Jasll pli¥l s
b S ¢ 4 oleloly dilise

oo oy ool “Bleodl 548" g Dby Bols e duns B3o5 (3 00, &
Lol 5,57 desame Coontil Lo cdlalised] Jilusl] BB (3,01 Blo 1)
g BL3] o 001 § DLl qraamd) o iy’ Olsimy v Lasls
Olimoz zo Ll LSHLES s (o b olid 2] (ile L 0l & B39

Ls s game dye et O boiy paalll S pud e e o Lo
Lo gl Jasdl g (0 Al GAe D9y § YY1 e pgaad sy
Osiall gyl )lsbl 3Sya9 Lizdl me gLl Jlil lagg)y Bl i) Cuod
o k) 31 ol Lzlabasen (2 S) By ) sl sy me it

1508 33 15315 QLN LS o dio e o9y Aol ] (5 S s Logd

8oy dzela¥l LUSW S50 o9 ‘il o8 davo § Lol .oalilio § Lapsans

S QS Tgmmuay OY Dol Wlis maz el s Oslslly (pgsS Jal

Bosll e ppaad moss oolzlly Y &Sylal gaizmall diyio § g sl

ol § &)l Olead) Olas] poysd dalsl Slas Yl e dgusll B 63
G,k dalerl) dalzsll Lladll § zuls ssaez II] e Bagll O
@A M (0 005 Ol & Gledd! Lalsy I Jasly dulyll

iz b 335 ualia p3 O Ll Sousibl Ol plowd OloLuckl

e ssall blus Zoaal 355 Ol sl 0395 0l § Llis Lt 055 0
Laygay Ay izdly deslozzVl dially o)l mosll Caomas I Bkl
(3szs pas s 51) daslly dulyull § GLad Ohlus e 355

Sssdl iz of Loyl iz poylabls Gbislodly go9,=)l ode UM (e
2ol e one] ool olsuadl Sale jalas SWls 2P 5o Crasplbl
Wles . paxlus] oo o,z 13 pois Gallodl @5 b HaasS ol bleas
Alass ) el e Uit el egmn LS5 ol olsetV) W 19J6 Lo



‘An act of craziness’: Online theatre workshops

Sabreen

Although initially unsure of the benefits, for Sabreen
participating in online theatre workshops with
Roueida and Yara at Al Jana built new connections
with others and led to new understandings of herself

It was an act of craziness for me to enroll in a theatre course
through an electronic device that I hate using and only
regard as entertainment.

With the beginning of the course, my entertainment
device collided with reality which is why I did not care and
considered it as a new entertaining experience, but as time
went by, I started feeling its seriousness and the reality of
those participating with me; I started laughing and crying
with them, talking about my personal things, sharing with
them parts of my daily details, my thoughts and my dreams.
I tried withdrawing more than once because I sometimes
felt naive expressing myself through a virtual world as I used
to always feel that those I was conversing with were nothing
but virtual people, and other times because I was not sure
that the exercises would provide me with moral, personal,
social or psychological benefits. However, after several failed
attempts with the trainer, I was forced, or rather, shamed
into completing the course until the end, so I decided to
deal with her with love and contentment until the end of
the specified time-frame as I believed my moral obligations
would also end with it, and that was were the scales turned.
I started to get to know the me that I did not know too
well; I discovered the strengths and weaknesses in me that
I had still not come across. I believed that this virtual world
that I despised had become an essential part of our lives. I
laughed, complained and cried with the participants until
the time spent with them started passing fast because of
how beautiful it was. I learned more than I thought I would
from them, and the most beautiful thing that happened
was that the trainer, Rouweida Al Ghali, would ask me to
do an exercise and I would do it spontaneously without
being aware that I was going into the depths of myself and
revealing to them what I had in store. Yara, the elegant one,
would pick the best of what crossed her ears to shock me
with at the end of the session as I could not have imagined
venturing inwards and expressing that.

The experience was not just role-play nor a theatrical
performance as it was expected to be, it was a life experience
and the things that will live on with me until I die. The best
thing I learned was that having faith in what we do is much
more important than what it is we should be doing.
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‘Lafeef’ Creative writing hub

Amal Kaawash

Leading ‘Lafeef’ writing hub was an inspiring and
enriching experience, and one that offers hope for new
creativity to emerge. Ten of the texts written by the
participants during the writing sessions were selected
for this book.

I had the pleasure to lead the sessions on the creative
writing hub ‘Lafeef’ - a word in Arabic that means ‘a
gathering or a thicket of close people. ‘Lafeef” was a place
for the participants to meet, share ideas and enjoy the art
of free writing. The participants had diverse backgrounds
and writing experiences. It was inspiring to watch their
writing skills and styles develop and change throughout
the course of a few months. On some occasions, special
guests - professionals in the field - have joined us to lead
very interesting discussions which immensely enriched
the whole experience. We wrapped up TLafeef” by a
reading group that was open to a small community at
‘Nohye Al Ard’ garden in Saida, accompanied by live
music under the soft shower of the very first autumn
leaves. It warms the heart to see a group of young talents
achieving this during the hardest of times, globally and
locally, and it makes one look forward to witnessing new
seasons of collective creativity.
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Written by: Mohammad Al-Bader
Title: Decampment

Every day is a new battle, and that of belonging is their fiercest. ‘Where are you from?” is a question that
summons no less than a quarter of an hour’s time to answer.

I'm Palestinian. Born in Syria. Based in Lebanon. I hold an asylum seeker’s document in Syria. ‘A
temporary residency permit for Palestinians, it states.

Our life was pleasant in Yarmuk Camp; there was balance between our aspirations and reality. But
today I've realised that life doesn’t check with you first before making its choices — balance has been a
lost case since its very beginnings. In 2013, my family and I left Syria to get away from the conflict; we
headed to Sidon to live in its camp, Ain al-Hilweh.

Sidon, that calm city, boring sometimes, opposed to what I'm used to in Damascus, where the friends
that I had made us many memories.

I walk through the ancient city of Sidon and imagine that 'm in Akka, by its grand wall. They say the
two cities are a lot alike in terms of architecture and proximity to the sea.

The sea; that immense and profound secret. Till when will it be a solid stronghold standing against
those who observe from afar? From a certain spot, I would watch the ships, disembarking, wondering:
how would the sea look like as I go aboard one of those?
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Mohammad al-Badr

Life’s dailies were too similar and words sounded too alike until the day I joined Lafeef. Lafeef is a noun
with an important meaning: it means both a thicket of trees and a gathering of people. During our
gatherings, I learned that creation was a step to take, and that what moves this pen is meeting with people
with creative spirits, be they participants or organisers. And I thank them all.
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Written by: Mira Baasiri
Title: Maamariyet el Kharab

May Ziadeh says: ‘My father’s from a country, my mother’s from another, I live in yet another, and spectres of myself wander
from one to the other’ This statement could apply to me, I feel, if the word ‘country’ is replaced with ‘region. As with May
Ziadeh, my soul wanders in different places. Every region I visit lives in parts of me, while parts of my soul stay there.

My father is from Sidon, the city with memories of mine in every corner, with the dearest of friends and wonderful
teachers. There, I found Lafeef, or perhaps it found me. We all got together and became family to one another. Each one of
us knows the other well, and can identify the other’s texts in a larger collection of writings. For a moment, time stops and
the place doesn’t matter anymore. Only our conversations, debates, and laughter remain.

My mother’s hometown is the southern Bayssarieh, where life is as typical as in an Arab story written about villagers’ chivalry.
Bayssarieh is home to those I love, the departed, and those still among us. As in Sidon, I have unforgettable memories in
Bayssarieh. I can’t forget the mulberry tree that bore the world’s best fruits. How it pains me any time I remember that it’s
been uprooted. And yet, like those dearly departed, it’s alive in us still, though passed from life.

Today we live in Maamariyet el Kharab.
Some find life there boring. I find it mentally comforting.

My day always starts with a window open to the skies, where I see the world around me - tranquillity undisturbed but
by chirping birds. A crow might force us to listen to its poetry, and, for a moment, we might not feel that its sound is a
nuisance. Crows keep on croaking, undisturbed by all the stories told about their ugly song. I wonder if they know and
don’t care. Perhaps they’re well aware that those who truly love them will accept them as they are and those who don’t
will find dissonance in their musical delight. In Maamariyet el Kharab, you might chance upon a hoopoe by the wayside
in your excursions. A coloured bird might stop by a red dianthus. But birds take fright and fly away if I approach them.
How do I tell them that I approached only to admire their beauty, and that I find myself in every green corner? I belong to
everything called sea on this planet earth. I belong where there are skies and stars. And if skies could speak, I'd have asked
them about a star that I look for every night.
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Mira Baasiri

My first meeting with the Lafeef hub was a virtual one, specifically two days following my birthday. I felt like
Lafeef took me by the hand like a mother taking her child all the way to the light. Lafeef wove me white wings
to fly in a space of possibles. It was the friend I'd wait to meet every week, with lots of excitement and love.
Lafeef was that group of trees by whose shade I sit and forget what bothers me, and dream away at the beauty of
everything. At the closing ceremony in the garden, I was reading what I wrote, feeling Lafeef by my side, patting
my shoulder. I then felt that I'm in another world, a very beautiful world I wouldn’t want to leave. Lafeef truly
was a friend, the trees, and a gathering of loved ones.



Reflections of guests invited
to the <creative writing
retreat by Lafeef

Poet Mariam Khreibani

I was honoured to be invited by Lafeef to its creative
writing hub. I attended a discussion and a workshop on
poetry and literature, and met a group of young men and
women interested in literary creation in all its forms. It
was a special meeting and a rewarding experience. The
spirit of youth will always unravel to produce all that is
beautiful. And so it was. From them I've learned more
than T've given them of my experience. They wrote
beautiful humane and literary texts, touching on scenes
and images captured with their lively senses, rendering
them into creatures that beat with life. They wrote about
what makes them happy, glad, and what bothers and
saddens them. They wrote about the life experiences
that affected them and became part and parcel of their
feelings. They wrote and excelled, with an exciting and
enjoyable style, which each of them expressed in their
own way.

I'd like to commend Lafeef’s efforts and its organisers, all
put into making a success out of its activities, as well as
the young men and women eager to work through and
with it, as participants and moderators.

Thank you, Lafeef,

Thank you to the young men and women I met,

Thank you, dearest Amal Kaawash,

Thank you all.
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Poet Samar Abdel Jaber

I was so happy to be part of Lafeef’s gathering, with a
group of young men and women passionate about
writing. In their questions, I saw yearning to explore and,
in their texts, true talent. I very much enjoyed the writing
exercise we did during the meeting. It was a wonderful
experience to see texts born before us, and to discover
all the different styles and perspectives among the
participants. I'm very excited to read what these talented
young men and women will write in the upcoming days
and years.

‘Lafeef’ participants share their work in a public reading at Nohye Al Ard community garden in Saida
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Here We Are

Young people worked together with Ali Atassi and Joude
Gorani to make their realities visible on the big screen.
First shown at the Karama Film Festival in Beirut, ‘Here
We Are’ was created by and stars five young people from
across Lebanon. For Mahmoud, being part of the film
team helped him to begin to recreate a sense of safety and
belonging.
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Mahmoud

After what seemed to me like endless months since my
arrival in Beirut, and after suffering for many years before
that, I used to ask myself... Why?

This question of mine was about a lot of things, beginning
with what I was enduring at that moment, and I was
absolutely certain that I was not alone in this situation.

The struggle of non-existence is in itself the struggle of
not belonging and it makes up the core of my question.
Escaping in order to survive, from its narrowest meanings
to its widest alleys, took a lot of effort from us, but I, as
a human being, started wanting to escape from my own
escape.

After feeling extremely lonely in Beirut, unsafe, and in a
state of fear that had not left me since my imprisonment
many years ago, I found a breathing space that I could
exist in.

After presenting the movie Here We Are with an amazing
film crew and directors, I started getting a hint of the
smell of safety. I tried to feel it and I was aware of all the
moments that meant a lot to me. I sighed a lot too out of
fear, fear from my memories, from the people around me,
from my colleagues, from this fearful place for me, and
even from myself.

It was our journey in portraying our message in a
beautiful picture, a kind smile and a wall of tears and
eyes we could not explain, but we began on this journey
together and we created this message and we presented it
to ourselves. After all that and after being in constant fear
due many reasons, I found myself having great friends
who could explain a certain pain in me and that was what
made me feel the safety after getting a whiff of it.

Through them I was able to extend my hand internally
to hold it again in this new journey of hope. I held my
camera in my hand once again, and this time it was with
every desire to defend what had once dropped my hand
in the depths of my being.
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The Centre for Lebanese Studies
at the Lebanese American University
& the Centre for Development & Emergency Practice
at Oxford Brookes University

Present

HERE WE ARE
Laiygm

A portrait of a youth in deadlock

A film by

Mohammad Ali Atassi
&
Joude Gorani

Mira Abdelmalik, Ghaith Al Baghdadi, Omar Ahmad,
Mahmoud Hammoud & Rana Zeidan.
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Trajectories: finding a way of representing young people’s

transitions in lived time

Journeys from education to employment are often
thought of as straight lines, but this does not represent
the experiences of many of the young people we worked
with. We have found it helpful to think of trajectories
as multi-directional, and to understand them in
relation to ‘lived time’

“Trajectory’ can be understood geographically as a
particular path taken through an environment, implying
both position and momentum. However, it can also be
seen through a temporal lens as a way of understanding
the history and the course of events. Trajectories are tools
that we use to capture the different transitions in a person’s
life history. We can see trajectories as consisting of the
rich set of experiences, practices and navigations that
take place within and between transitions in a person’s
life, such as starting or stopping education, getting a job,
becoming displaced or getting married.

In these transitions, young people may be confronted by
different choices and one way for mapping trajectories
is through understanding what happens in those
transitions when young people choose or feel forced to
take a particular path. In order to understand young
people’s trajectories from education to employment,
we have focused on how young people navigate the
restrictions and opportunities that they face throughout
their transitions.

In our interviews with young people, it became very clear
that trajectories are not neat lines that begin at a particular
point and carry on until today. A life is lived through a
number of starts and stops, detours and fall-backs. This
lived time is also experienced through different speeds
and directions. The transitions represent how different
ways come together and meet at one person’s history and
trajectory. We have been inspired by Victoria Browne
(2014) who theorises lived historical time with a feminist
perspective.

First, we have tried to understand how young people
narrate their histories and how they interpret their own
trajectories in relation to their present situation through
what can be called ‘narrative time. Second, we have
looked at ‘calendar time’ in order to understand how
young people’s trajectories can be organised according
to specific temporal markers such as days, months and
years. This calendar time makes it possible for us to
organise young peoples narrative through a common
and shared temporal reference, often related to what
happened at particular times such as age and in relation
to specific life events such as year of displacement. Third,

we have looked at young people’s pasts by understanding
how these, often identified in the form of documents
and certificates, events and artefacts, affect their present
situation. Finally, we have tried to capture generational
time by understanding how young people’s trajectories
are situated in continuity and how these vary among
people of different ages and eras. By generational time,
we aim to think of how memories are passed on from one
generation to another, such as displacement histories,
identities and allegiances.

Throughout these different times, we have been able to
capture how young people experience their trajectories
from education to employment and their often non-
linear journeys towards pursuing education. This could
sometimes mean pauses in education and may lead to
re-enrolling at a stage that is later than what has been
planned for or transitioning into employment at a stage
that is earlier than expected. By considering the specific
expectations and support that parents, older relatives or
significant others might have for young people’s journeys,
we have also been able to better understand the impact
of pasts and social context on how trajectories play
out. Finally, it made it possible to better understand
the specific choices that young people had available
when navigating a particularly restricted landscape of
opportunities, expectations and responsibilities.

We sought to capture these dimensions through our
interviews, as well as the creative work. The following
pages include a summary of one of these interviews,
conducted with a young Jordanian man in Amman, and
further narrative summaries of a small selection of these
interviews can be found throughout this publication,
with more available online. The interview guide can be
found on our website.
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‘Only connections matter’: Interview with Zaid, Amman 2019

Zaid is a 27 year old Jordanian man. He graduated from
university 6 years ago, where he studied accountancy. He
lives with his parents and two brothers in Amman, and has
an older brother who lives in Europe. Both of his parents
are educated, his father is a retired engineer who studied
abroad and still does some occasional work, and his mother
has the Tawjihi (high school diploma). His father’s political
relations with the PLO helped him and his family during the
first years. The family is a very conservative religious one,
although this has not always been the case, with his mother
becoming more religious as they grew older.

His father worked very closely with Christians, and from age
3 to 8, Zaid attended a small Christian family school for the
middle class, where he recalls, ‘I used to feel I was the lowest
of that middle class’. Then they moved to a new house in
a different area of the city, and the kids were enrolled in a
public school.

‘At that time, my father (...) took me to school on the first
day. I remember that day so strongly. I was shy and afraid.
My father held my hand from one side and my brother from
the other. We entered the school and we saw thousands of
students looking at us (with my daddy holding my hand).
My brother left because he was older than me and more
confident. I was stuck with my father who insisted on taking
me to my class. I was so astounded with the school design,
long passages, and the number of students.

InIn this school, Zaid felt more superior to the other students,
because of the family education and the professional level of
his father that also has also given him connection to the West.
As he remembers, violence was a big issue in this school. His
eldest brother took care of him, and defended him against
bullying. The students did not have much discipline at the
public school. He remembers, ‘Running away from class or
from school was a very common thing to do (...) Education
was not at all a priority or an interest for me. He passed his
exams because his mother taught him Arabic and his father
was teaching him other subjects. Meanwhile, his father was
pushing him to participate in clubs: intellectual, cultural,
political and sports. Zaid started to join mixed (boys and
girls) summer clubs, and to win prizes for the books he
had read. For the sixth grade, Zaid was moved to a special
private Islamic school, because his father was working at the
Islamic bank so he could pay reduced fees. Zaid found that
the new school had higher standards in everything: higher
social classes and higher educational levels. There was a
clear religious environment in the school.

He eventually chose to study IT because he had no interest
in education and because this subject seemed easy to him,
but then he became interested in studying accountancy.
His eldest brother took an ever-changing education path as

well. Zaid knew his father had the means to pay, but ‘we had
no guidance and my brother kept trying his Iuck’ ‘I had no
dream, he says, he wanted to study but had no idea which
subjects were of interest to him. He wanted to study either
accountancy or business management. His application to
Jordan University was not successful, and he had not chosen
alternative universities, as he did not want to take the bus to
go to those other universities ‘like a little kid. His father did
not accept to fund his studies in business management at
a private university, so they had a conflict. He reflects that
this period of no guidance made him stick to some ideas
without any logic, and now he regrets the opportunities he
had missed such as applying to other public universities or
accepting to travel to a country like Tunisia, where he had
got a scholarship.

He decided then to register in accountancy at Petra
University, which his eldest brother also attended. ‘Education
was nothing at the university. I think two or three courses
taught me something about accountancy but everything else
was nothing’ He says that the ‘automatic pass’ was a school
policy that allowed all students to get promoted from one
subject to another without having to learn anything. Now
he feels sad about his decisions which he thinks were so
haphazard and lacked the guidance and the strategic vision

His father’s political and cultural involvement affected
his choices. During his first year at university, he joined
the political salons. This has given him an opportunity to
overcome his shyness and take a political role. ‘The party
supported me with everything, including writing the main
plan and vision of my role’. After graduation, he spent eight
months without a job but he was active with the party, and
then it was the party’s connections that enabled him to find
a job in accountancy. His education had nothing to do with
what he was doing at work. ‘I simply found a job because I
had a wasta, it is not about my degree nor my education. (...)
At work, I had to learn everything from people around me
in nine months’

He still regrets the time he had missed without any guidance
in order to learn about his abilities and his interests. As a
young person, he says, ‘I [have] failed education wise,
moving from one opportunity to the other, in search of
something of interest. And now, he says ‘I do not have a clear
objective but I do not feel afraid of anything: ready to try and
explore. At the time of our interview, he had recently left
his job to look for new opportunities. He was taking some
English courses and through connections, he was working
for himself, albeit being worried about not having a regular
salary. He believes in the importance of social connections
to secure his future. In his opinion, ‘it is a vicious circle: little
resources, weak economic environment. On]y connections
matter.
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Bassel’s River of Life

Representing multidimensional trajectories visually has
remained a challenge throughout the project. However,
the ‘River of Life’ activities in Jordan showed us one way
of doing this. These images were exhibited in Ras AlAin
in Amman as part of a series of events for Refugee Week
2021, accompanied by audio recordings of the young
artists explaining their work and a panel discussion.

Basel’s drawing and explanation below provides us
with one way for understanding his experiences.

‘My drawing is a representation of the heartbeats because

these are an expression of life in general. My life was like
that. The high pulse represents the positive side, and the
low pulse represents the negative side.

So the dark or negative phase of my life is in 2011-2012
when the war displaced us. The displacement impacted
my life, education, and ambitions negatively because
I could not reach what I aspired to. Also, handling
responsibility at an early age affected me a lot. But due
to family and financial problems, I was greatly affected,
so I was keen on completing my education to reach my
ambition at least partly, not fully.

After this stage, I became more mature and started
thinking about travelling because I was convinced that
travelling abroad would completely change my life, but
this did not happen.

The next stage is the stage of self-realisation, and this
is what we see in the drawing, where the two pulses
move in one direction. The pulse here is high because it
indicates receiving my diploma and the interior design
courses I took. The low pulses express my destitute social
relationships.

Then came the stage of work. My life was only about
work at that time. The negative side at work was related
to social relations, fun, ambition, and education. The
positive side was the improvement in my financial status.

The rapid pulse here expresses hope for a better future. I
hope and believe that good opportunities are coming. My
ambition is to achieve my dreams with a partner’
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Co-analysis: Drawings and LEGO

Oroub El Abed

To produce the River of life, the researcher Oroub El-
Abed, together with a specialised moderator in tools
of participatory approaches, Anas Qulaghasi, worked
with young people who had previously participated
in interviews in order to help them consciously or
unconsciously reflect their personal experience.

As a first stage, Anas and Oroub suggested general words
and themes that had emerged from the interviews as
central to many young peoples narratives. These words
were glued on twenty pieces of LEGO, and youth were
asked to arrange them based on how important or
effective these were on their lives. Participants were
able to organise the Lego pieces as a pyramid, as vertical
columns or as one long pole: this reflected the way they
prioritised each code in their lives and the way they have
managed to continue with their lives to encounter new
issues and to prove themselves. The exercise sought to
provoke the conscious mind in reasoning about a specific
theme. Internalisation is directly associated with an
experience or an exposure where the mind is recalling
what has been learned.

This exercise enabled the participants to reflect on their
lives and the main issues that played a role in shaping
their decisions, educational choices, work opportunities,
marital lives and aspirations. It laid the ground for them
to think about the way they could draw their River of Life.
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Young people gather for a discussion at the River of Life
exhibition in Amman

33

Photographer: CLS, Amman



Rivers of Life

Dana Barqawi

Art-making serves as a way to express emotions within
life trajectories, communicating something that may not
always be able to be put into words, and a place to share
and learn about the experiences of one another.

The objective of my involvement was to use art-making as
a way to express emotions, life trajectories and personal
stories by youth who are navigating opportunities and
constraints through life in Jordan and Lebanon.

During the TRiver of Life’ exercise, I guided the
participants to visualise their emotions through art, and
supported them in using art as an alternative way to
communicate what they could not always put into words.
The tool used is participatory self-expression through art,
it is a sensory-based activity that aims at encouraging the
instinctual expression of experiences and emotions.

The workshop participants were asked to draw their personal
rivers of life on a large sheet of paper. They were asked to use
the course of the river to illustrate key events and experiences
in their lives and careers. Bends in the river’s course were used
to represent turning points in life, while changes in colour were
used to express the feelings that accompanied these changes
and transformations. The individual rivers and stories, as well
as the ensuing discussions, allowed us, the team, to build a
picture of the social, environmental and cultural histories of
the communities, which is part of our study.

The Rivers of Life allow researchers to learn
simultaneously about the experiences of individuals,
small groups and their communities through a guided
conversation with a carefully selected, representative,
group of workshop participants. The exercise revealed
and documented, respectively, events that affected the
whole community (e.g. war, economic crisis), events that
affected particular sub-groups (e.g Gazans in Jordan),
and events that were unique to individual families or
households (e.g. death in the family, domestic abuse).

The method is not purely extractive. It encourages and
creates a space for community members to consider
and discuss each other’s experiences. The experience of
sharing and listening to personal life histories among a
group of people who belong to the same community can
be eye-opening for the participants. It may be instructive
for community-members to realise that their own
experiences of an event, such as war, are similar to or

different from those of their neighbours and peers. Also,
it may be useful for people belonging to more privileged
segments of the community to learn about the less
positive experiences of unprivileged members. Of course,
this exposure may be sensitive to participants, who were
made aware that they were not obliged to reveal every
secret, and that they should feel free to choose not to do
so unless they are confident that it will not undermine
their interests.
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The River of Life exhibition, Ras Al Ain Gallery, Amman
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Mohammad’s River of Life

Mohammad’s image portrays the challenges and
difficulties he has faced, as well as the stability more
recently. He also addresses his education ambitions,
and the impact of displacement on his dreams.

“This drawing expresses my life. The timeline starts in
2011 at the beginning of the war, and its tremendous
negative impact on all the aspects of my life. So, the
black colour expresses this difficult stage, and the red one
represents anger.

2017 was a year of displacement. This phase had a
significant impact on my life, my ambitions, and the
future. I painted it in black because it was dark and
challenging. After displacement, I changed many jobs,
which impacted my life and finances. The emptiness in
the painting refers to years 2017-2018 because these did
not witness any change.

Stability started by the beginning of 2019, represented by

marriage, good work, and stability for the whole family,
so I coloured it in blue and green. This stability continued
until 2020 when the COVID pandemic had a minor
impact on life.

I believe every person’s ambition is based on their
potential. I aspire to a better life.

Not being able to go to school has hurt my life, but
vocational education was good. When I came here in
2013, T couldn’t complete the ninth grade. My ambition
was to continue my studies, and this is what I could not
achieve. And when you lose the opportunity to study to
achieve your dream, you lose the dream’
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Written by: Ibrahim Abdalrazik
Title: Light

One day, our photography instructor said that photos had two core conditions: shadow and light.
He spoke from a purely technical perspective of photography, but the phrase resonated nonetheless.
I carefully reflected on it and wondered why it had such an impact on me. If we were to examine
the world altogether, we cannot but see that it constantly combines shadows and lights. And here
I pondered: am I shadow or light? I know a person with such firm faith that I see nothing but light
in him, and light only. I wondered again: could humans have light without shadows? Or shadows
without light?

But the more incessant question was: Who am I?
I don't really know who I am, but I know that the core conditioning I have, as in photography and

everything, is the presence of shadow and light. Perhaps T'll get to know myself more the day I
accept the shadows in me, exactly as I do light.
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Part Two: Understanding trajectories

A Typology of Education-Employment Trajectories

Z0¢é Jordan

Recognising the wide diversity of different pathways
through education and employment, we have tried
to identify different ‘types’ of trajectory, centred
around young people’s transition from education into
employment.

As a key question within our project, we sought to
try to understand the impact of legal status on young
refugees’ trajectories from education to employment.
Speaking to young people across Lebanon and in
Amman quickly confirmed our understanding that
the ‘traditional’ understanding of education as a linear
progression through school grades followed by a
transition into further education or employment was
unrealistic. For many young people their trajectory
through education and employment contained multiple
disruptions and diversions from this linear pathway.

With this in mind, we set out to create a typology that
could help us to categorise and understand the diversity
of trajectories recounted to us. While a typology
cannot fully capture the rich and unique experiences
of each individual narrative, it nonetheless serves as
a useful tool in identifying overarching patterns, and
understanding the different factors - legal status,
nationality, gender, family background, and location
- that may influence a young person’s education and
employment trajectory in the context we worked in.

As an initial step, we chose to focus on the transition
from work to education. The typology is therefore
composed of four key dimensions:
. Education outcome: Whether the young person
had completed basic education or not
. Education disruption: Whether their education
was linear, disrupted for more than a year, or
completed alongside substantial work
. Employment outcome: If the young person was
employed, unemployed, or continuing their
education at the time of the interview (in some
cases young people were both employed and
in full time education, and have been double
counted)
. Employment match: whether their employment
matched their educational qualification

Overall, 51% of the young people we spoke were in
some form of employment, with 39% unemployed,
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and 37% in education, supporting our findings from
the quantitative survey carried out in Summer 2019".
The largest proportion of people completed their basic
education (72%), and did so in a linear way (63%).

However, the overview hides important differences
between Jordan and Lebanon, and between different
nationalities and legal statuses. Young people in Jordan
are more likely to have completed linear education (59%
in Lebanon, 68% in Jordan - a difference of 9%), with
nationals in both countries more likely than refugees
to have completed their education, and done so in a
linear way. While Palestinians in Jordan and Lebanon
have a similar rate of linear completion (75% Lebanon,
77% Jordan), there is a big difference for Syrians,
as compared to other nationalities and between the
countries, with only 18% of Syrians in Lebanon having
completed their basic education following a linear
trajectory, and 48% in Jordan.

An incomplete linear education trajectory suggests that
a young person has left education and has not been able
to return, or does not want to. In Lebanon, (36%) of
the ‘incomplete-linear’ group are Lebanese, while there
are no Jordanians with this education outcome. In both
countries, Syrians form the biggest proportion of this
group (54% Lebanon; 75% Jordan). The majority of the
group are unemployed (at 62%, though the proportion
is slightly higher in Lebanon). Overall, 12% within
this group are continuing their education (for example
through vocational training or returning to school).

Although representing small numbers in the overall
sample, all nine people with an incomplete dual
education outcome (meaning they engaged in a
substantial amount of work while simultaneously in
education but left before completing education) are
employed. This outcome was more common in Jordan
than in Lebanon. While in both countries this group
contained Syrians, in Jordan Palestinians were also
represented, while in Lebanon nationals rather than
Palestinians were part of this group. Similarly, for
those who completed their education while working,
a majority are in employment. While the numbers are
small, this may suggest value for some young people
in working while in education, although further

! The survey report is available online, at: https://lebanesestudies.
com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Role-of-Youth-V.1.8-digital.pdf



analysis is needed to understand the conditions of such
employment and its effects on educational outcomes
beyond basic education.

These results are still preliminary and more work is
needed to unpack and understand how different factors
may contribute to a young person’s trajectory. However,
the typology confirms that there is a significant
disconnect between education and employment, and
demonstrates how many young people - 30% of our
participants - have a non-linear education, with an
additional 9% having a linear education but leaving
before completion. In the short essays and reflections
that follow, authors explore legal status and gender as
two key dimensions of understanding young people’s
education and employment trajectories.
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The impact of legal status

Cathrine Brun

All of the work in our project has highlighted the
impact of legal status on young people’s education and
employment in Jordan and Lebanon. However, the
label ‘refugee’ covers many different legal positions in
the two countries, and results in different experiences
and exclusions.

Jordan and Lebanon share a history as major refugee
hosting states and relative to their population host
among the biggest proportions of refugees in the world.
Both countries have received high number of Palestinian
and Syrian refugees, in addition to other groups, and
are host to large migrant worker populations. In some
ways, the two countries have taken substantially different
approaches to hosting refugees. However, there were also
many shared experiences among the young people we
spoke to in both countries, particularly related to the role
that legal status had for their education and employment
and generally their future ambitions.

Neither country has signed the 1951 Refugee Convention,
but both have signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). The countries do not have a national
framework setting out the rights owed to refugees. In
both countries, refugees are treated as foreign nationals
(Clutterbuck et al. 2021: 52) and live with changing and
unpredictable directives, policies and rules that make it
challenging to stay legal and to access the needed protection.

For Palestinians in the two countries, there are similarities
and differences (De Bel-Air 2012). In Lebanon, most
Palestinians remain foreigners. Some hold residency
cards, others who arrived after 1948 are considered
illegal immigrants. Palestinians are officially excluded
from Lebanon’s politics, society and economy. In Jordan,
most 1948 refugees and 1967 displaced Palestinians
are Jordanian citizens. However, there is a complex set
of rules for different groups of Palestinians in Jordan
depending on when they arrived in Jordan and from
which territory they came. The legal status of Palestinians
in Jordan is extremely complex where a Palestinian from
the Gaza Strip residing in Jordan may get a two year
passport in Jordan and have limited access to services
and work whereas 1948 and 1967 Palestinian Jordanians
have a 5 year passport and have full access to services and
work (on paper).

As non-nationals in both countries, refugees face
restrictions on access to work and owning property. In
both Jordan and Lebanon, Palestinian non-nationals can
only work in a selected number of occupations and need
a work permit. The UNHCR and Jordanian government
regularised the registration of Syrian refugees in Jordan
and about 80% of the roughly 650,000 Syrian refugees
in the country have registered as refugees. The Lebanese
state has deliberately made most Syrian refugees illegal
by making it impossible to register since 2015, and high
costs for residency permits meaning that more than 80%
of Syrian refugees above the age of 15 do not hold legal
residency (VASYR 2020).

In both Lebanon and Jordan, Palestinians mostly attend
UNRWA schools. Young Syrian people have experienced
that they can go to school (often in second shift) but in
Lebanon, without a legal status through residency, they
have not been able to register for their exams (See Human
Rights Watch 2021).

The nearly 300 young people we interviewed, represent
the wide diversity of different legal statuses that people
may have in Lebanon and Jordan ranging from citizens
to irregular status. These statuses include Jordanian and
Lebanese nationals, Jordanian Palestinians (with Jordanian
citizenship) as well Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon with
different ID cards and non-Jordanian Palestinians in
Jordan together with Syrian refugees in both countries,
including Palestinian Refugees from Syria and Palestinian
and Syrian refugees with Lebanese or Jordanian mothers.
Some of the research participants had experienced moving
in and out of legality depending on the resources to be able
to stay registered. This was specifically the case for Syrians
in Lebanon and Gaza in Jordan. For all non-nationals we
worked with they felt the limitations of their legal status.

For many young people, there is a specific moment in
time often during early teenage years when they realise
these limitations. Suddenly they compared their ID with
their mothers’ or friends or they started to learn about
the restrictions in employment, which meant that some
occupations were not available to them. These realisations
hugely affected their ambitions and motivation in
education, as for Jamal, the young Palestinian from
Lebanon, Amal, the young Gazan from Jordan and
Hassan, a young Syrian from Jordan quoted here:
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Jamal (Palestinian in Lebanon): When I was in school, I
was wondering why I have to complete my education and
enter university as long as I cannot work in this or that
job. And that is what our parents and others said as well,
as I will need wasta to work.

Amal (Gazan in Jordan): (...) ‘If I finish university, I
will find difficulty in work. I will also find it difficult to
continue my education’

Haasan (Syrian in Jordan): Syrians cant work, can't own
anything so I said it is better to help my father, studying has
no worth as I can’t own anything. (...) I cant own a car, I
can’t own a shop, if Syrians travel and go outside Jordan, they
can’t come back, so my education will be good for nothing.

In addition to the restrictions imposed, the hard work
that is related to staying in legality, to making sure that
paperwork is in order, and the costs of being legal to pay
for the permit to work has made it challenging for many
young people to enter the labour market. Noor (Syrian
in Lebanon) explained, (...) the most important thing,
which is the documents. Everywhere he (my husband)
goes, they tell him if you don’t have legal documents, we
cannot hire you.

Over time, the Syrian refugees in both countries feel
that the lack of legal status is making it more difficult.
Mahmoud (Syrian in Jordan) told us

‘No work asked me before for any documents, recently
now they all started asking for a Work Permit and a
Criminal Clearance Record proof certified from the
Syrian Embassy and the Ministry of Interior. I always ask
them how I'm going to go get all these documents, but
they tell me these are the rules!

Mahmoud states that it has become increasingly difficult
to get a job, and now all ask for work permits whereas
in the past it was not so common to be asked. Also now
he needs a criminal record paper which is difficult to get
hold of and substantially delays the process of getting
into any employment. As shown here, legal status is not
a static category: young refugees in Lebanon and Jordan
are moving in and out of legality, and even for those
who have a status and may be allowed to work, their
opportunities are limited.

43



llol O ST Y (1) o BT Dol o 506 e S 13] ol o
O ol I Osirsadl Lo 13]s duoxte cllal OF a8T Y5 8)lw
iy @il o Gadsd OB U Bosell Gemihtay Y o4

e Bl gyl Gladl desdl OB dogyall a5l (] BLoYL
B @I by dogle &35l OMelskl ST o go,mdls 053l
Aol g oladl po Wl Obiswll o (el gu pai o4
b gol (L) (Ol @ Brsw) 588 Cosb dusl] Bsw ] palssd
iigmy dosy Y O I3] i Sslsdy (o293) oy bl . @sI] o
ibys mhaies M disil 3305

Sl OF ualdl M § Oshysad! OsizWI by (3501 H55e ®e
(O0Y1 & Gsw) Ssamme W JB .mol Ha¥l Umzo GlEN zogll
paaz 5l o305 (3365 &1 @olhl @ dae &1 Gia by ¢
oo Blas oY e Il Jue Jo Sl dos g e by
ds Jsar GAS s Uls pollal L1 81355 sl il
Saslsdll o ode Ol J Osloh eaiSds (BBl 0de muwe

aadl by (Vs dgmo slop dibs (e Jsasd! §] geme sk
OVl ol ST LS b @Lall e 0S5 ¢ Wl § bin dos gsles
29 e Jsasdl Cmall oo Gly Jue o 88)5 ] Lal ol
Ol lin udly 90 LS xS do ] dabs Y Jsos)l diles 55
035 ol @ oladl Vsl Jiw &b &b pu) el moy!
203 e Islas B8 il disl (s dezyles O Bl ped
Bogume 40y 0B Jasll o3) el By G536

44



O i fo AoBY la) duiiye LIS gosg Y10 ple dis
Y el e bole 10 Ogdga Ul gosswd] oMl oo % Ar e ST
¥+Y+ VASYR).d5g5B dol8] (skoon

Jo539Y) Gylag ogidnadall glime 3l 00,y Ol e JS &
duyabl o3y o) oSabl o Bl Igsas) Wi Gg)ysad) Oladl Ll
Sszes Jiate Bsi 205 Oli Ol § oS (k] plol] k)
Bsio o) daliie (] HBT) ea3bleY demad) o 155any § (o]
(7 evy oLyl

g3 ML pams Lysel ol Olss &ls ¥er oyl Lo Jig
Ol @ ol ke dass W8 U1 ddlisl) &35 glosW zulyll
oo Aol pt glosl 55 Ul aublse o doslibl 5 03Il
390, sadadally (oislullly o0, Y1 gublshl glogVl odn
Bl ¢s5 Ol § otnhaaldl] el IS5 (i8] Lz $53)
oWl JL BLaYL 00,31 & ool x¢ ilaulsy dilise Een
oWy bose oo opiaaldll ezl egie (pald) S & ogssed]
e sl Ol ol Ol Gl ge sossdls ovidaudal)
Gl Dlekl cws s 1 (e g9,y Jss Wl Sod] @ oSH L]

& ool Tpuos Jldl s 1in O oplis Isin OF oo 0o
R gublokl yg elasl) s sma 488 00,81 § o353y ol
AWl egmds dsdy pgme Lles

I 0555 L W lls 830me it dasd dlia 0Ll Ga xSl
OBl 15558 3ld 35 ode Gshaody o 3,50kl dialbl Olgiw
Ssall e Bl sl of pasBaol sT easladl GBly ze ca3lisa
ode O ea) dolis Cad Wyl pamy O iy Lo bl &
o8 JB LS (blo Sy sl pgsdleds pailoseb s O1y0Y
OO ga B3 BLII Jals Ol 3a ibaaddl) GL Jlas
0391 o @9l Ol (s

oy U JeludT CoS ddupull § S lowie (Ol & ihadd) Jloo
& dosll gata] ¥ JT UL dreledl Sty wlys dlaST e
glol Gow (51 0,2 Vls L5LT A6 ) Idag el of dasoll odn
sl S dauly)

Dymo dole dimalod] Gty ClaSTI3] () (00,81 & ©32) Jal
Sl dlaSS § digmo dol Gsw BT LS el §

Osmehiug Vs ol Gsmihiag Y Osiisad] (00 § Gosw) sus
B0 36 «gWls delul OF J ¥l G &f <5 1 e s GT Iliol

45

deld)l zogll b

On A6

Gl @ogll SU e cqall Clalu 48 Leg e ¢ JbsYl gz O
Lol Jhss (oS5 0kds 0,31 § OLa)l Jass eulss e
il gy (oualdl @ dalisll LS Blskl o wyasll G2V
Jdalie Ololeciwly

oW Blatl § gewle] gwsaS Byl 0,305 ol i
oWl s ST aol oliuinas Logd logsBlu sue I deillys
ihadal) M1 e Wl Tous cpaldl S Jdital L)l &

oo 8xS Tolasl Olasdiay 5 (635l Olesama J] BLOYL (i r9udls
Blate) § Te dalixe sy olald) 1831 e Gy .o,z lebl JUsl
LAl gy SR oolll Go xS dlin O el mag oyl
gosll som 3lmh b e Y (ouald) ¥ § pad] Lass ool

ple LJSM Lldrall oilogabs palosy opeddss § Gl

8.80e e =85 Loa¥S (S otz 120Y LB e coald) oo & &8ss
425y ¥ .(UNHCR) oz O534) dialud] dub5all go (MoU) ealis
S (Al & oW doiad) Bl 33z Gibsg Hb] gaald] s W
Olgzss gs Osdumys (Clutterbuck et al. 2021:52) Lz ble S oMl
Jgamlly 356 ISt clid) sz oo dsbyia xbs 8iise aslsdy Oluliws
’ Lo Tyol el oboodl s

(De Bel-Air 2012) &Misly 4lis desl gualdl § ogibld)) s
Bl et pamdl dosy Slel gnhaddl] eline Ay 0L @
2 00,2 VREA ple sy Islos (ol 5V pasdl usis (deB)
getzbly dwlad] o owy S Ostidauddl) dmand L onie
o) ntidaaddlls VREA iy (o.h.w\ 0¥ G Lokl & sladVly
Subne degama Jln S meg 05801 Osiblse e VATV ple (e
g0l G 001§ i)l oo dilise Olegaszb aelsdll oo
ol goll laie 1951 Il dihill sy 0,31 I plsos
s Loy OF oSkl o Cuo duz Tuline 90,91 § opitidadal
dasy 0ly o B3 @)l Shw Slez e 00,V § pue 852 gllad o
VAEA Gighald OF o & cdosdly Olassd) 355uma sy 058 e
dl Usoss Olgiw 0 8L Jiw Olilsr eaad) OsBdsl e V4V
(Bl o) JalS JSy deslly Slousd]

Jsosll o ds Tosd 0l azlsy paldl IS & ole] pqtbay
03V 5o IS & bVl pidaudal) oS lylisdl Sials sl
vy dl dzly gy Bl e d9ume dus § b Jasdl Ly
dogSadls (UNHCR) oeoMWI 995ad disludl didgabl candyi Jos
Se M s dazmad (35 0031 G opysed! optz NI s £33,
Ll Bsall Sadss . aldl @ ¥ Lo,s Gyew G2V 100 e
dias dpzeal] dmz 089938 58 osed) W) phse s e



Haya’s River of Life

Haya highlights how her legal status and gender have
presented challenges for her education, and how she
continues to pursue her dreams.

T am talking here about my story. How I was and what I
became!

Like any girl, I grew up in a happy family, but suddenly, in
2017, everything changed. I called it the year of nightmares
and illnesses. My father suddenly fell, and we discovered
that he had cancer. At that time, my life stopped, I felt that
I could not go on, and I had no support. But then I decided
not to give up for myself and for my family.

In 2018, I went back to high school. I started studying and
did all T could to succeed and help my family. Many doubted
that I would be able to do so, and thought that I should find
a husband because education would not benefit me. They
told me that my father did not have enough money to pay
for university tuition and that I had to stay at home. But I
refused, I insisted and did not give up!

I started working, and it was my first experience in the job
market. I was offered a job selling coupons. I worked hard to
save money in order to finance my studies, and I successfully
passed Tawjihi. My mother asked me to reconsider enrolling
at university because they did not have the money to pay for
it. But, I started working at a clothing store for an older man.
After two months of working for him, he assaulted me one
day, which was the first dilemma I faced at work. I shouted
at him, pushed him away, and asked for my money to leave.
It was traumatic, and it affected me psychologically. But I
decided to try again, so I worked in restaurants and clothing
stores. Unfortunately, I have known a lot of immoral people,
some who would harass you and others who would treat you
like a slave. I was humiliated because I needed money.

Then I decided to stay away from the popular areas and
to try other places. But that required a national number to
be able to work. I applied to an office to help me enrol at
university, and after many interviews, my application was
accepted. I was thrilled and started searching for a university
that had the specialty I was dreaming of. I was rejected from
public universities because I am Palestinian, I had to study
in the international system, but that was more expensive.
Then I searched for private universities and got accepted.
When I was planning to register, I told my mother that I
wanted to study law, but she refused because she thought
that since I do not have the national number, I would not be
able to work in the future.

My dream was to study law, but I decided to study business
administration. I got an excellent average in the first

semester and I was pleased about that. I worked hard to
register in various courses to develop my abilities and skills.
I never gave up, nor will I, despite the obstacles. I will reach
my goals and help my family’
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The old city of Saida (Sidon)
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Title: My story with Sidon

I remember those arches. They were much taller than me.

Whenever I accompanied my father, walking through Sidon’s ancient alleyways, passing
under its arches, I'd tell him to watch his head, as he was tall. That warning would draw a
smile on his face, one that I didn't understand until I grew up, and smiled at the innocence
of the little girl I used to be. There started my story with Sidon - the city that turned my love
into passion.

‘How come you're this attached, and love it so much?, my friends from beyond the city would
ask. And I'd tell them details that only an infatuated lover could see. In those alleyways there’s
an old soul that doesn’t die. You see it in ancient stones and ruins. Its soul is a simple, natural,
unfeigned one, like that of its people and their generosity. Its neighbourhoods are warm and
safe, despite the fatigue and noise, beating with life. I often escape to those neighbourhoods,
walking around aqueducts in silence. I wander around with my eyes, and feel like I'm in
therapy for my soul. There, the hubbub of life and work vanishes, as do political crises and
conceited appearances. There, I forget everything, and return to a time that’s passed, extinct,
with nothing left but its beautiful spontaneity.




Transitions in the life of Syrian Women

Oroub El Abed (From the chapter entitled: “The Gendered
Impact of The Pandemic on Syrian Refugee Women in
Jordan’ by Oroub El Abed and Nusaibah Shbaitah in
‘Covid as a Female; ed. by Rita Stephan, Texas University
Press 2021.)

Syrian women in Jordan have experienced multiple
shocks and transitions. Women have experienced and
responded to displacement and the uncertainty created
by these transitions in different ways, depending on
their resources, living conditions, and capabilities.

The migratory trajectory for Syrian women has
exposed them to several transitions, starting from their
displacement from Syria to Jordan. Here, weaim to explore
the multi-layered and multidimensional transitions
and shocks experienced by Syrian women refugees in
Jordan, such as the transition of roles dictated by their
new living conditions and lately, the transition triggered
by the shock of the pandemic. Understanding the context
of transition - whether caused by displacement, shifting
household roles or new economic roles - refers to one’s
relationship with the transition, the setting in which the
transition takes place, and the extent to which transition
alters one’s daily life. Schlossberg (cited in Evans and
Guido-DiBrito 1998) defined transition as any event or
non-event that results in changed relationships, routines,
assumptions, and roles. The effectiveness in coping with
transition depends on the person’s resources in these
areas, as individuals have both assets and liabilities
as they encounter transitions. Assets may outweigh
liabilities, making adjustment relatively easy or liabilities
may outweigh assets making the transition more difficult
to manage’ (1998). For instance, Alia struggled as she
searched to define her new life, telling us ‘I became
depressed for years after we were forced to leave Syria.
I could not accept the Jordanian people around me
blaming them that they did not help us in our crisis. I
could not attend my lectures at the university. (Alia,
Syrian, 27, Amman, Feb 2021).

The experience of forced migration created a status of
uncertainty. Positioning the refugees in a condition in
which disjuncture between their expectations about exile
and its realities contributed to an altered experience of
time (El-Shaarawi 2015). The future became particularly
uncertain, and life experience became unstable as Nancy
explains:

‘I knew the country [Jordan] well, but it wasn’t home.
I still can’t accept it. In Syria I had my friends and my
outings, my situation there was completely different
than in Jordan. I feel like I am wasting my time and my
future, this affects me psychologically. I try my best in

order to survive” (Nancy, Female, 26, East Amman.
Nancy’s mother is Jordanian, and she used to visit
Jordan occasionally prior to the crisis, Dec 2019).

Like Alia, Fatin lives in an Informal Tented Settlement
(ITS) and has been migrating in search of work where
her children can be safe. Her move started from her town
in southern Syria to the border; then to the unofficial
Jordanian-Syrian border; entering Jordan; staying in
Zaatari refugee camp for few months; moving out to
Jordan Valley to work in agriculture; moving back to
Mafraq city working and living in the same agricultural
land; then a few months later, moving to an ITS close
to the Central Vegetable Market in the heart of East
Amman. After the municipality destroyed their shacks
with all their belongings and ordered them to move
away from the centre, she and her family are now in
another ITS with a small Syrian community working in
agriculture and industry.

The pandemic and the dire living conditions inflicted
by the lockdown and the mobility restrictions outdid
the protracted refugee experience. A rapid 12 percent
increase in early marriage cases was reported in 2020,
with 8,000 marriages (Dilwani 2021). The main factors
that pushed young girls into early marriage were related
to the geographic location and the culture-customs
dominant within that place, socioeconomic situation,
and broken families (UNICEF 2020a). Child marriage
became a solution to alleviate the economic burden on
families and provide financial stability and security. The
difficult socioeconomic conditions of the Syrian refugees
forced them to resort to ‘to negative coping strategies
to survive, such as child labour and child marriage;
(Huchinson 2020). Salma explained her experience:

‘Gender impacts my life, sometimes I feel that it does
impact it negatively. Here in this university, there are
a lot of situations where people will say ‘it is because
you are a girl’ even for very ordinary things. Something
like ‘you are a girl, why would you want to work? You
will get married soon. Even at work, the idea that if you
are a girl, why should you work, certain things do have
an impact, maybe the salaries for women are less, this
is bothersome’ (Salma, female, 18, Amman, Feb 2021).

These stories demonstrate the meaning of ‘protracted
uncertainty’ and living in transition’ However, they do
not reveal the profound challenges that Syrian women
face, such as the legal right to work, the right to live
within the proximity of their source of livelihood, the
possible venues available to eke out a living, and the right
to settle and ensure regular income. This legal, temporal,
and spatial transition in the experience of refugees has
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shaped the choices they make and nurtured distress in
their everyday life (Lubkemann 2008, El-Shaarawi 2015).
This transition has also caused severe destruction in
familial relations and inflicted social separation from the
home, cutting childhood ties (Monsutti 2007:168).

The label ‘refugee’ in the people neighbouring countries to
Palestine has been a pejorative one. It has been stereotyped
with the identity of the Palestinian refugees who had to
live in the refugee camps which were established for them
since their mass exodus in 1948. The image of people
receiving assistance from UN and International bodies
has marked the memory of defeat, loss, and hunger; ‘the
processes of institutional action and programme delivery
that reinforce a disaggregated model of identity’ (Zetter
1991), emphasising the powerless refugees.

Several roles have been unpacked herewith. We
examined the transit from citizenship to refugees
and the effect of such labelling on these women. We
also explored the transition of roles in cases of early
marriage resulting from socioeconomic burdens. This
transition is often intertwined with school dropout
and assuming new responsibilities. Economic roles as
breadwinners presented challenging conditions under
COVID, leaving women with significant uncertainty
and financial precariousness. In turn, as men were out
of work with no income, the impact of their frustrations
on married life was equally alarming. In the realm of
vulnerability and uncertainty, the life shocks revealed
how domestic violence and mental health concerns stand
out as significant repercussions of refugees’ economic
volatility and emotional instability. Because many
women work in informal sector jobs, the economic
lockdowns have exaggerated their insecurities. In light of
existing inequalities, the specific impacts of COVID-19
exacerbated women’s already existing vulnerabilities
(Nanthini and Nair 2020:3).
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Written by: Hiba Yassin
Title: Birth

‘'m unfortunate’

I read it in a notebook I opened by chance this evening. This is the beginning of the
first text I wrote in my diaries. Ironically, misfortune was the first thing jotted down
in what I was gifted for my thirteenth birthday, perhaps it’s because it was a lock and
key diary.

That year, my father and mother separated. I didn’t celebrate it then, but I'm doing it
now. Sometimes, were born the moment somebody dies. Their marriage died and I
lived. I came to life then, and I hadn’t realised it until I got to know myself. While my
mother’s absence left a void within me, it shaped me.

Some voids are full of details though. I remember for example when I allowed my
mind an hour and a half of no thinking, and so experienced the first moment of true
peace. I don’t know if there is an equation for calculating time in voids. What I know
for real, though, is that in voids, time is worthless. I carried that moment of peace with
me for a whole week, which was the first time I practised meditation. I sat between
the mountain and the valley, in the sun’s company and its setting, and so I realised the
meaning of undressing and running around, disrobed from everything but oneself. I
loved meditating and I loved myself. I loved God too and hadn’t sensed him prior to
that moment, I barely even remembered he existed.

That year, that moment, I was born again. To be honest, the thought of experiencing
born-again moments every decade appealed to me. Yet now that life has birthed
me twice, 'm unable to compare the first birth with the second. Which was the
tougher one?



‘Where am I exactly?’

Interview with Farah, Bekaa 2021

Farah is a young woman who lives in Lebanon. She
holds a Lebanese-Palestinian ID (blue card), but she
was actually born in Syria, and only came to Lebanon
in 2013, after living through three years of conflict in
Damascus. She lives in Bar Elias, with her four siblings
and parents who were both born in Lebanon. At first, her
experience in Lebanon was difficult, moving from house
to house, often in poor conditions, until after a few years
her mother inherited a plot of land where they settled.
She comments: ‘when I remember those days, I feel sad

. even heating was not available, we did not have a
heater, we left Syria without anything ... We were using
charcoal to stay warm.’ She is now doing her third year
at university, studying psychology, and working with a
local centre where she provides psychological support to
children and their families.

Before leaving Syria, she completed her Brevet (Grade
9). When she arrived in Lebanon, she hoped to continue
her education but could not enrol as she was missing the
necessary papers from her previous school. She stayed out
of school for two years but she was able to re-enrol due to
her mother’ effort. ‘My mother, being Lebanese, could go
to Syria whenever she wants, so she went more than once
to Syria and brought the required certificate. We issued
the equivalence here in Beirut and I was able to enrol in
school after all the effort, suffering and hard work’. She
re-enrolled in an UNRWA-provided secondary school in
Lebanon from grade 10.

She recalls her first times in a Lebanese school as tough:
‘It was very difficult, because all the material was taught
in English. I even told my family that I did not want to go
to school because all the subjects were taught in English.
During the first two weeks I spent all the time crying’.
Her Maths teacher realised her struggle with language
and started to explain to her in Arabic. Farah says ‘the
teacher was the one who gave me hope at that time,
and after a while, the other teachers began to take into
account that I was not good in English, too, so they would
explain to me in Arabic, and then what also helped was
the arrival of new students from Syria who also did not
know English, so I was no longer the only oné), until she
was able to adapt and understand the English language.

Farah wanted to study psychology since the 10th grade,
although she had faced so much criticism because of this
specialty. Her family always encouraged her, but she had
to work hard to be able to sustain herself, as she explains:
‘I wanted to go to the university, but my father couldn’t
help, so I worked in order to be able to enrol at the

university, at the Lebanese University, and now between
university and work, I am relying on myself and thank
God I am not depending on anyone. She considers the
Lebanese University as ‘not perfect, in terms of facilities,
buildings, and services provided. But in terms of teaching,
it is very good, and this is what I care about. She had a
good cohort of friends from the first days at university,
who supported and cared for her. Although courses were
suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Farah was
able to sit for her exams.

She has worked for a year and a half with the centre,
and right now she also volunteers for the Palestinian
Red Crescent Hospital, where she can also take courses
related to the subjects she loves. She has recently moved
from part-time to full-time work, but says that the centre
has supported her studies, for example, by allowing her
days off during the exam period.

At her job, she works on workshops mainly with children,
who face difficulties such as lack of basic livelihood and
a lack of education. She reflected on these challenges,
recounting: ‘One time I went to one of the houses to
tell a family about a new course, the household head
almost kicked us out from his house because he was
not interested in educating his children and told us that
day that they could hardly get food, so he doesn't want
to teach them and that he wanted them to go to work
instead, although they were young and they were not
supposed to work at this early age. I cannot blame him
for that, nor can I convince him of the opposite. Because
he is living this tragedy and he is forced to send his
children to work... Many people are experiencing a very
bad economic situation, and there are many of them who
need help, but no one knows about them, no matter what
you do and how much aid you bring in, there are so many
people left out” She brings her personal experience in her
job, as she says: ‘among Palestinian children, whether
from Syria or Lebanon, (...) and they talk to us about
their experiences and about things that we know very
well as we went through them, (...) we do not differentiate
between thenn’.

Speaking about her legal status and identity, Farah said ‘T
often ask myself this question, where am I exactly? Am
I Palestinian-Syrian or Lebanese? While associations
often treat Farah and her family as Palestinian-Syrians,
she actually experiences a sense of belonging when she is
among Palestinian-Lebanese. She later adds that because
they had been registered in Lebanon, they have found it
easier to access identity documents than other Palestinians.
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Looking at the future, her ideas are clear: ‘I want to
specialise in psychology and open a clinic although she is
well aware of the restrictions on this type of employment
for Palestinians. ‘This is how it is here, but I want to
do what I love and what I feel comfortable doing, even
though I know I am in a place where I have no chance
to work, but I will try and inevitably I will reach a point
where I would get a job in some place! Farah dreams of
travelling to a country where she could work and take
her family with her. However, without having family
or acquaintances sending an invitation, she thinks she
would be waiting for ‘a miracle.
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Accompanying aspirations: The role of supporters in helping
young refugees to stay in secondary education

Sue Webb

Globally, only a small proportion of refugees continue
into education. In Lebanon, figures are starker still,
with only 4% of Syrians continuing to secondary
school. Here, we focus on the role of supporters in
facilitating, guiding, and cheerleading young people in
secondary education.

So what's the difference between those people [who
drop-out of school] and you?

Mansur: Perhaps because I have someone supporting and
encouraging me that they don't have. Also I have a dream
and an aim, others don't have

How much of that dream comes from your parents?
Mansur: The dream comes from me but they support it
So maybe people who drop out don't have that support?
Mansur: Yes, I think so

Young refugees face multiple financial, legal, bureaucratic
and social barriers in Lebanon in remaining in education,
especially secondary education. While 34% of refugees
continue into secondary education globally, only 4%
of Syrians and 40% of Palestinians manage to do this
in Lebanon. The barriers to secondary education are
considerable, yet we also wanted to shine a light on
the social support that enables some young people to
continue their learning. We wanted to understand ‘what
does it take?’ to continue in education beyond primary
grades in this context of protracted displacement.

To do this, we combined data from the Education to
Employment survey and interviews with a separate
study conducted in Saida, South Lebanon, in 2019.
The latter was research for a Masters dissertation on
the relationships between secondary education and the
agency of youthful refugees in Lebanon'. Education
shapes young refugees’ aspirations - it changes what is
possible, and what is believed to be possible. Yet it takes
enormous strength, determination and social capital,
frequently, to continue into and through secondary
education. The studies combined qualitative and
quantitative data allowed us to analyse further the form
and role of social support in enabling young people to
continue their secondary education.

1 Webb 2019

Using the two sets of data we attempted to answer two
questions: Who are the cheerleaders and supporters
and what does this support do (and not do)? Finally,
we wanted to articulate why the identification of these
supporters matters for future policy around education
for refugees and young nationals in Lebanon.

Who are the cheerleaders and supporters?

Cumulatively, the young people we worked with
identified a wide range of supporters, many of whom
were members of the extended family, although a
family’s financial situation often affects how supportive
they can be. The most commonly mentioned were
the young peoples’ parents and grandparents. Older
siblings and cousins were also prominent when it came
to identifying potential pathways. Importantly, family
members did not need to be geographically present in
order to be actively engaged in supporting the young
person. Where research participants had family abroad,
financial and moral support could be a motivating
factor for young people to continue their education and
to be able to leave Lebanon.

Beyond family and social networks, some young people
identified teachers as playing an important role in their
decisions to continue through secondary education.
In many cases, this pertained less to practical support,
but rather to creating a space of understanding of
the challenges young people were facing, such as the
transfer to a new curriculum and language. Introducing
new possibilities was also an important role of other
organisations (such as non-governmental organisations,
particularly those that encourage creative engagement).
Individuals within such organisations often acted as a
support through providing a specific role model, or in
taking young people’s aspirations and passions seriously
as well as providing practical advice on how to develop
relevant skills and pursue further study. Peers were often a
key supporter group, sharing information about the ‘best’
courses and career routes, and sharing a determination
to continue education while understanding similar
frustrations. Some young refugees who had dropped out
and felt that they had missed the opportunity to complete
their education take on the role of supporter themselves
for younger relatives.

What does the support do?

The support provided can be categorised by the resources
it provides - social, moral, financial, practical. Yet it can
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also be considered through the form it takes which we
categorise as facilitating, guiding or coaching, and
cheerleading.

. Facilitating

Facilitating support has a focus on the practical aspects
of ‘putting a plan into action’ which may include financial
support. Facilitating supporters can also help young
people to negotiate hurdles with residency paperwork,
exam fees and other administrative obstacles and also
allow time for the young person to pursue their goal. They
may also help with the practical elements of contesting
some of the exclusion young people face in education
such as dealing with an unfamiliar curriculum in an
unfamiliar language; some of these facilitating supporters
are empathetic teachers.

. Guiding - Coaches

While facilitative support helps young people pursue
an identified goal, guiding or coaching helps the young
person to see what possibilities exist for them. For
example, some young refugees know what they want to
do but do not know what avenues to take, or there are not
very common avenues, such as going into the arts. For
others, they were yet to discover what they wish to do.
While not all of the young people we spoke to had a clear
vision of their aspirations, others knew they wanted to ‘do
something’ and ‘move forward’ In these cases, support
that fulfilled the role of coaching helped them to more
clearly establish their visions, particularly in relation to
their legal status and socio-economic status.

. Cheerleaders

Cheerleaders support the pursuit of the young people’s
efforts in education primarily through moral support -
emphasising the value of chosen pathways, providing
a role model, and acting as a source of motivation,
inspiration and encouragement. Typically overlapping
with facilitative and coaching support, cheerleading
nonetheless performs a distinct function in that it is less
concerned with the practicalities of achieving a goal, and
rather focuses on maintaining and valuing the goal.

Why do cheerleaders and other supporters matter?

Supporters include family members, peers, teachers
and other interested adults from formal and informal
networks. These supporters, singly or together, can play
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a crucial role in creating a more possible environment
for secondary education which should open future
opportunities for these young people. Further
understanding of the forms of support for young people’s
navigation into and through secondary education is
important for future development of policy in Lebanon.
Easing the considerable financial, structural and social
barriers to these young Syrian and Palestinian refugees
as well as Lebanese nationals accessing and continuing
through secondary school is of course necessary. But
young people also need supporters to facilitate, guide and
cheer them through this process.
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Being young through conflict
and displacement!?

Hala Caroline Abou Zaki

In our project, we wanted to hear from young people
themselves about what it means to be young. For many
of the young Syrians we spoke to in Lebanon, their
understanding of youth and their identification with
this category has been altered by their displacement.

A “lost generation, a source of potential instability, actors
of change and the hope for the future: young people
displaced by conflict are increasingly the focus of national
and international attention and intervention. Beyond these
representations, in our research we wanted to understand
how youth, and more specifically Syrian youth in Lebanon,
perceive their own experiences of displacement. We asked
how the experience of conflict-induced displacement has
altered their meaning of ‘youth’ and ‘being young’? How
do the young people themselves define youth and how do
they situate themselves in these categories?

Many of the young people we spoke to in Lebanon
expressed the feeling of ‘not having had a childhood” or
youth because of political violence and displacement.
They explained how these events have changed the
experiences and roles associated with specific periods and
ages in people's lives. This emerged in particular through
the question of aspirations, education, responsibilities
and family roles and position.

Changing Aspirations and Ending Education

Mounir is 23 years old. As he says, all of his aspirations
changed with the displacement. In Syria, his aspirations
were related to education and football, but in Lebanon,
work became his main concern. Talking about the
situation of other young people like him, he says:

‘Each one of us had a dream, and they were studying to
achieve it... When they were obliged to move and settle
somewhere else, many things have changed... Their
responsibilities have changed. .. They had to prioritise the
house and family needs over their ambitions.’

Mounir? arrived in Lebanon in 2011 with his family at
the age of 13. He had completed grade 7 in Syria but had
no certification from his school. In Lebanon, he enrolled

! A version of the text first appeared on a blog: http://www.
youthcirculations.com/blog/2021/4/19/being-young-through-
conflict-and-displacement-changing-meanings-of-youth-among-
syrian-youth-in-lebanon#_edn3

? All names have been changed to protect the privacy of participants

in Grade 8 in an informal school that taught the Syrian
curriculum. However, the school closed. Mounir did
not want to try to register in a Lebanese school because
he was afraid of being discriminated against as a Syrian
and of not succeeding in the Lebanese system because of
language barriers (much of the curriculum in Lebanon
is in English or French). His family did not have enough
money to pay the school fees so Mounir worked to help
his family. One of his brothers was killed in Syria, the
other is imprisoned in Lebanon, and his sister is married
and lives far from her family. Mounir, alone with his
parents, felt responsible for them.

Violence and displacement ended Mounir’s education. For
others, it temporarily interrupted their education for a few
months or years. This is the case for Basma, now 15, who
arrived in Lebanon in 2013; she was in Grade 1. She waited
one year to resume her education until her family situation
stabilised and they could locate an informal school she
could attend. Continuing school is usually linked to
family resources, the presence and proximity of formal
or informal schools in the place of residence, and legal
restrictions in the country. Indeed, many young Syrians
cannot continue their education in the Lebanese school
system as they do not have the required residency papers.

The issue of education, or lack of it, has created deep
inequalities among Syrian youth and within families.
Mabher is 20 years old, the youngest of his siblings. He points
out how his whole family is educated, except him. He left
school at an early stage (he was in grade 6) compared to his
brothers and sisters: his brother reached university, while
two of his sisters finished secondary school and the third
one completed Grade 9. Originally from Homs, Maher
experienced several displacements in Syria before arriving
in Lebanon in 2012 at the age of 11. He has since then
turned away from school and started working.

Household responsibilities and family positions

Working to ensure family livelihoods is another critical
factor that changed young people’s perception of life stage
and age. Many young people had to help their family to
secure food, housing, and clothes, a role that previously
fell to parents and especially fathers. Our interlocutors
insisted on the relation between being young and not
having responsibility. Rania is a 17 years old girl from
Aleppo’s countryside. Living in an informal settlement in
the Bekaa area (east Lebanon), she works with her younger
sisters in agricultural fields to provide for the family.

62



Pointing to the difference between life in Syria and Lebanon,
Rania explained that ‘“Today; at 15 years old, the person is
becoming responsible for the family... If we were in Syria,
it is at the age of 20 that they start having responsibility
and working... today; at the age of 15, a person should
be working. That echoes what 23-year-old Anas told us.
As he explained, before fathers would work and mothers
would care for the house and family. Nowadays, everyone
must contribute to secure family livelihoods. Conflict and
displacement have reshaped generational and gendered
roles and responsibilities within families and more largely
the society. This invokes a heaviness in young people like
Anas, preventing the carefree feelings associated with youth
and thus affecting the perception of this life stage.

The changes in family roles are not only about the
material issues of family life. Many young people
identified how they have become emotional and symbolic
supports for their parents. Ghassan was 12 years old
at the beginning of the mass protests in Syria and the
regime’s subsequent bloody repression. After the death
of his brother and the departure of his father because of
the divorce of his parents, he moved to Lebanon at the
age of 17 with his mother and older sister. As the only
male in the household, he felt responsible financially
and emotionally. He explained that because of all the
difficulties they endured, he decided not to sink into
distress and to stay positive in order to alleviate the
suffering of his mother and sister. Similarly, 15-year-
old Maha is trying to protect her parents. This young
teenager from Deir Ezzor experienced life under ISIS,
including the bombings and witnessing the beheading
of her uncle. She never discusses her haunting memories
with her parents so as to spare them further suffering,
especially as they have lost many other family members.

Young Syrians displaced to Lebanon share an experience
of physical and structural violence and are part of
the first generation of those to be displaced by the on-
going conflict in Syria. Despite these commonalities, the
young people described different experiences of ‘youth,
revealing the diversity of positions and experiences of
displacement. While young Syrians are frequently treated
monolithically as ‘young refugees, their experiences of
conflict and displacement are varied, and exacerbate
existing inequalities while creating new ones. These
inequalities affect the way young people perceive
themselves and their age position.
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Written by: Mohammed Al Hajj
Title: Milestones

Who are you? Where do you come from?

I'm that person from that place.
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I'm the child born in a small house; my first place.

I'm the boy who played with the neighbourhood kids, when playing was my only care.

I'm the pupil at the beginning of a journey, discovering who I am with my schoolmates.

I'm the adolescent boy who began to experience life.

I'm the beloved, lover, infatuated, spellbound.

I'm the college youth who lived and experienced moments and people, for bigger and broader ideas to take

shape.

Then I'm the man, employed, taking up new battles, upwards and downwards, failing once, succeeding another.
I'm the very same human, at every time and place.

I'm the elderly child in the prime of youth.
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Youth reflection: ‘If something

Khaled Zahra

Graduating from university at the beginning of the
Lebanese crisis, I expected to face challenges and
struggles; in fact, that is what people my age have been
doing our entire lives growing up in Lebanon. I can’t say
the same, I was raised outside of my home country and
only returned to continue my university studies. This
allowed me to realise the flaws my sweet country has,
more than the locals; however, regardless of its flaws, I
still loved it from the bottom of my heart. You don’t turn
back on your country in its darkest moment, when it
starts falling apart, you help build it back up.

This is the message I wanted to deliver in the video I
made on the struggle of youth in Lebanon. If something
is broken, you fix it. I highlighted the role of the built
environment, the field of study I am most familiar with,
it shapes our lives and brings the best or worse out of us.
Mentioning how it gives us identity, how the shape and
forms were built to provide us the best circumstances
of living. I had to be very humble and cautious in my
approach, I didn't want to target and blame the people who
turn their backs on Lebanon in pursuit of a better living;
rather I wanted to showcase the positives of Lebanon in
the beginning and gradually descend to the negatives that
plague the country and makes it inhospitable. Regardless
of the circumstances the country is going through, it is
still my home and the home to many, and we all wish it to
be in its best state.

At first, T had little experience with acting, and even less
in movie making. It was challenging at first, because
usually when presenting in person: you can see your
target audience and deliver the message accordingly.
Also, you get to see the reactions live, which provides
you with the motivation and energy to go on. However,
because of the COVID 19 pandemic, each individual was
tasked with making the movie at home. Thankfully, we
received much guidance from the team that assisted us
all the way through; I especially want to give a special
thanks to Mrs. Rouadia who trained us in performance
acting since day one and helped us the entire way. An
equal and grateful thanks to Rami Maher and Ahmad
Sayed, who gave us helpful insight in the technicalities
and in providing us with the platform to train on, and an
extended thank to everyone involved who supported us
in the journey and helped organise this event that helped
make our voices heard.

It is very common in Lebanon to silence the voices of
people that oppose and question the corrupt system in
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is broken, you fix it’

place, it is even more common in the youth. Because
regardless of what comes out of your mouth at the
end of the day, you are still considered young and
‘inexperienced’ at life. The video I made helped provide
self-relief to myself, as for once I could deliver my
message uninterrupted and have my opinion voiced and
message delivered. Even if Jlet’s say, my message at the
end of the day only impacted a single person, I like to
think that it made a difference.

Slos dgzlge Camdss Ol § daiV) dolas § dmalad] o (2555 wis

& ULS e Wil s i @ ol 43 36 O Lo i g8Ig)1 & sl pos
sy by gl Cas o3 0l gud o8 @313 s gl sl O ghazad ¥ .0l
oo 35T Gl galy Clsd ol i o dsold] § rulys dLeSal Jads
gl 303 M8 adled 05 Ll Blost (e ol S5 Lo LS denll
oz (e dareyd § el Of elde LVl Ty Loy csliamd oIl & aly

S3]0kd § Ol S s alé & lay] o)l Ul Aol (o ol
48 J W) Y oyl Jloedl Sygasll dzdl e sgall b dorlasld Tt
05 S yspll limid S OS5 s § Lo Tl of bl jalasy Ll S5
o5 @lsdl he g il B9l LT L pudd S 5 Lyztem sl
Lo QL) ey5s I91of (001 ol po) 5l gl 03] ol iyl sisdl
05 Ja3T 0l il 0ld Slaslems] 08 O T o Ll dgma sy
Y 548 Al gy Se Al oyl 0y Bloda pbs s bt 3l Sl
Jlo ol e 055 O ez Lispezrs e S obss ibs Ul

SO oMY delio § JBVs Jitadd] § Bl ope Sl S OIS Dol §
Uyl Jlasls Sugrad) so0zdl 855 05 330 § Y Bl § Lo
8l Jmdll 553y i3 oSkl 3o 4l LS Luases goyll 015 13 el Tass
IS S5 03 BoysSl dodiler o (U9 ylpazadl) dBllally 8lodl sy Lo
&A1 e OlolipYl e S Wil Jaodl punnd 3kl (o ol deliay 5,8
Layys Il s B3kl ol S 2351 O 33l 3o, lall Ul Luslu I
ol Lol ks (3o lll Jlshs Lsasl 5 53 ool dze ol il &
LBy Ll Colged] Jso il 0y lS8T L Lo O wlo sasls sals

& eI W 15038 0l oS)Lackl IS Sl aly o yuall daie Bayssn

Ao gaun Wlgol sz § wsle U Sasdl is 045 § saslus dloyl odn

dld)] pllatl) 5SSidly Gudylekl (ot Olsel Gl Taz @Sladl ge

bos Ll sy 4V ol ase STl so iz Ol & ds2sll

& bns ke Lt Do Ogllin Y oo Slhabl Dilgs (5 @ Ogasin
Y 8yal) Cashaa) Y dpwsdid] ol palu 500 s3I ] Bl
Ol Byzsl 18] g dsblie ol 095 (e Uy beoss 9 by o8 el

B8 causl a3 gl slassyl 351 wiols paseiy V1 555 b 5Ll 3T § Gl

3y Wl



Part Three: Where next? Reflections and recommendations for
education and employment in protracted displacement

Transformation through action and critical reflection

Oroub El Abed

Family and institutional factors have a substantial
impact on how young people consider and engage with
their futures. In order to transform inequalities, young
people must be supported and encouraged in a process
of becoming aware of social and political conditions
and their active role within such processes.

There were many moments when I would be in awe after
finishing a day of interviews with youth, of the way they
managed to prove themselves with stunning experiences
of accomplishments. But there were many other moments
when I was left puzzled after interviews with youth who
are surrounded by high walls of cultural, financial, and
administrative limitations, wondering if can they make
it out of exception, the fact of being excluded from the
system, to be active citizens and accomplished members
in the society with a sense of agency.

In our research, we searched to unpack the effect of
two drivers on the way young people can be active
agents, make their decisions and attain milestones they
drew for themselves: family and institutions (whether
cultural, educational or administrative). The impact of
the two drivers seems to have a major toll on the critical
thinking of the youth and their ability to rationalise
their realities, to consciously shape their agency in
order to move forward towards their future plans, and
to be influential in making a social change of their own
societies.

Critical thinking, based on Paulo Freire’s critical
pedagogy’, cannot be attained if it is not engendered in
collaborative and interactive manners in state policies
and the teaching at schools, universities and households.
Public schools, in general, continue to provide education
from books failing to widen the critical perspectives
for the young recipients to be engaging with the wider
society. Unfortunately, the role of oppression and
dehumanisation of the traditional educator in public
schools, which was often reported by the youth, does not
only limit creativity and self-respect but suppresses the
interest in pursuing education.

! Freire , Paulo 1970, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York:
Continuum

‘I was often late to school, I would be whipped by the belt
of the teacher. My Mum came several times to school
to talk to the principal. I dropped out of school because
nothing changed and I did not want this to continue’

Institutions, whether educational, administrative, or
social, abide by rules and regulations where working
teams fall under rigid and structured hierarchies; rocking
the boat with new approaches, creative environment for
the youth, is surely not a welcomed action.

Parents, in turn, often raise their kids based on the way
they were raised, part of the patriarchal system and the
oppressed freedom of expression. In traditional and
conservative communities, young people are cornered
with the classic education of normative schools and
culturally traditional families that are mindful of the
perception of others, especially if someone would want
to divert their path against the flow.

Reflection about the status quo is needed to empower
the youth to take a role in the society as accountable
citizens to their country and to their peers in the wider
society. Nurturing an environment of dialogue and
conscientisation” at home, at school and university, and
at work places is the way to ensure that the parents
and educational institutions are raising youth that can
encounter the exclusion of poverty, of policies and of
traditional conservative upbringing. Conscientisation
is the action or process of making others aware of
political or social conditions, especially as a precursor
to challenging inequalities of treatment or opportunity.
This is the pillar that needs to be implanted to ensure a
healthy progress, active agents with critical youth that
can inflict transformation in their societies.

% https://www.freire.org/concepts-used-by-paulo-freire
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Written by: Nour Al Safadi
Title: Who am I?

I was born head down, brain washed, empty on the inside. I was a body that hovered, soulless;
seeing but unseen, hearing but unheard. I had to flip myself straight to avoid headaches. My brain
had to become soiled lest it turned into a solitary confinement. I had to fill up to explode. In the
past, I wouldn't fight or resist, and had no option but to comply. Yet after learning the truth, that
humans must struggle on their own, I knew that we were a group of yet undetermined conflicts,
and that our conflicts shaped us and made us who we are, who wed become. Everything that
came after the truth has been the making of my own free will, and I have no complaints against
my own doings.
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Screening of the short films with Al Jana, Beirut
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Endless Conceptualizations of Education and Learning: Endless

Pathways and Possibilities?

Dina Batshon

Young people do not necessarily share a common
understanding of what education and learning
means, it’s purpose, or it’s value. Different players in
education must find a way to make space for different
conceptualisations of education and to support a range
of continued learning journeys.

During the research project From Education to
Employment: Youth Trajectories in Jordan and Lebanon
in the Context of Protracted Displacement, we conducted
145 interviews in Jordan with youth. These interviews
were with females and males, with those whose parents
more than comfortably provided all their needs and
others who were financially responsible for their families
and struggling, with those who were born as citizens
and others whose legal status was complex and even
changing, with those who finished master’s degrees and
others who dropped out of school, with those working in
different fields and having multiple jobs and others who
were unemployed and unable to find work.

A main reflection that was constantly imposing itself
through the research was how hard it was to develop
clear-cut patterns of what education or learning means to
these different youths. The space in which their gender,
age, legal status, place of living and mobility, education
and employment experiences and status, socioeconomic
background and other elements all interconnected,
played the role in each having a unique and individual
conceptualization of education: its purpose, its value
and worth, and what it should look like. If we were to
put together a spectrum with ‘education as an inalienable
right’ at one end and ‘education as an unnecessary
privilege’ somewhere on the other end it would be quite
hard to have two young people end up on the same exact
spot on this spectrum. It would even be harder for anyone
apart from the individual themselves to guess where they
would fall on this spectrum, for the different elements
of their being, history, present, and future aspirations
will continuously interact to assign them a spot on this
spectrum; a spot that is ever changing with time and with
the changing or even static circumstances.

Each of these spots on the spectrum introduces
and visualises education with a new and different
conceptualization. What was beautiful about our
fieldwork and interviews was exploring the interactions
of the individuals’ elements and their education
conceptualization. We attempted to make sense of
these interactions, although perhaps the quest of

‘making sense’ came from a place that would limit these
conceptualizations rather than enable diversity and
oppose single definitions and paths. This wide spectrum
of education conceptualizations means that there is less
of an agreement around education than what is generally
globally expected. These endless conceptualizations
might need endless exploration to be able to ‘make sense’
of them all.

If I were to conclude the research with a call to action,
it would be for a continuous mindful reflection of
these different conceptualizations by all the different
players in the world of education. Perhaps as a result,
interventions around education would respond to
these endlessly diverse conceptualizations and at last
break the mould of a factory assembly line education.
Imagine a world with not one hegemonic ‘education
system, but endless education and learning journeys. A
world where the different education conceptualizations
of individuals change and grow with time, interacting
with other education conceptualizations. A world where
intersectionality is no longer the ‘interconnected nature
of elements and categorizations creating interdependent
systems of discrimination or disadvantage’ in education
or the trajectory from education to employment, but is
the reason we all have more education and employment
pathways and possibilities in life, all recognized and

highly valued.
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Policy reflections

This policy reflection comes after ten years of the
Syrian refugee crisis and more than 70 years of
Palestinian displacement. Our objective is to analyse
the process and outcomes of a decade of education
and employment policies in Lebanon and Jordan.
Despite claims of shifting from a humanitarian to a
developmental response in relation to Syrian refugees,
our policy analysis revealed that overall, the response
plans continue to follow the humanitarian paradigm.
Most of these plans have been focused on short-
term responses and did not tackle many of the legal
and structural barriers facing refugees, which might
significantly affect their education and employment
outcomes.

Syrian refugees have long been in a subordinate
position in the face of the host state. They were at
risk of further objectification and reification whilst
the pre-existing inequalities in the host country
were undermined, and refugees were blamed for the
current challenges. Repatriation of refugees has been
a constantly recurring theme, especially in Lebanon.
Both Lebanon and Jordan imposed many legal barriers
against the social, economic, and political integration
of refugees. While Syrian refugees were offered
accredited education within the national education
system of the host country, they were segregated in
separate shifts. In both countries, access to higher
and tertiary education is severely limited. In the case
of Lebanon, the language of instruction was different
from the refugees’ mother-language, which affected
their learning outcomes. Moreover, refugees in both
countries had to learn the history and civics of the
host country without having an opportunity to learn
about the history of their own countries. At the same
time, and despite a proliferation of education and
social programming, refugees have largely been denied
forms of integration, including employment.

The educational policies targeting refugees in both
countries failed to link education and jobs, but they
were also conflicting. Most of the existing debates
and policies regarding access to work for Syrians in
Lebanon and Jordan have limited the job opportunities
to the fields of agriculture and construction. This
broken link between education and employment has
contributed to the low education and employment
outcomes amongst refugees in both countries. In
Lebanon, less than 50 percent of Syrian refugees are
enrolled in education, while less than 4 percent make
it to secondary education. In Jordan, nearly 90 percent
of Syrian children are enrolled in primary education,
but only 25 percent reach grades 11 and 12. It can also

explain the negative returns for education observed in
our quantitative study.

The humanitarian paradigm dominating the education
and employment response in the Syrian crisis meant
that refugees would always remain at the periphery
visa-a-vis the host country. Thus when COVID-19
pandemic hit the world, including Lebanon and Jordan,
refugees were largely excluded from or had limited
access to online and distance education. Furthermore,
as the economic crisis worsened in Lebanon, refugees
were the ones affected the most as temporary teachers
went on strike due to the devaluation of the Lebanese
Lira and the Lebanese Ministry of Education and
Higher Education was unable to adjust their pay.
This quick snapshot of education and employment
policies for Syrian refugees in Lebanon and Jordan
highlights several issues to consider in education and
employment policies:

Address the conflicting agendas of humanitarianism
and education

Education is a long-term investment that contradicts
humanitarianism, which 1is short-term. Current
education policies in a humanitarian context focus
primarily on access and certified education without
discussing the potential long-term outcomes of
education, including employment. As most conflicts
are protracted, educational policies in a humanitarian
response need to consider the long-term objectives of
education programmes and create pathways between
education and the broader inclusion in the society,
including employment.

Examine the pre-existing inequalities in the host
country

Humanitarian responses, with their apolitical
approach, overlook the pre-existing inequalities in
the educational system of the host country, resulting
in further marginalisation and disadvantage of refugee
children (Brun and Shuayb 2020). This often results in
refugees being blamed for any challenges. Addressing
structural and pre-existing challenges in any policy
will yield better results for the refugees and the whole
country's population.

Education attainment is conditional to addressing
poverty

Improving education attainment is not possible if
we do not reduce poverty. Children will be under
significant pressure to work and support their families,
instead of making a long-term investment, where the
outcomes are unguaranteed.
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Respond to the mismatch between education and
employment

There appears to be a negative return on education
for refugees in Lebanon and Jordan. While education’s
purpose is not just to prepare youth for employment,
it is an inherent function that is currently unfulfilled.
While nationals also experience a disconnect between
education and employment, this is amplified for
refugees. This is due to several factors including the
disconnection between education programmes for
refugees and the right to employment. The findings
lead us to question the meaning of education in
a refugee setting as well as the impact of refugee
education strategies as developed by humanitarian
organisations, education clusters, and governments in
the two countries. It also highlights the importance of
developing policies that link education to employment,
likely to improve retention.

Unpack and address the impact of the legal status on
education and employment

Legal status and its impact on education and
employment has been largely overlooked or silenced
by policymakers in Lebanon and Jordan. Legal status
in interaction with other socio-economic positions
contributes to the experience of refugees being stuck
in a problematic situation where social mobility
and the development of lives through education
and employment are almost impossible to achieve.
Therefore, it is essential to be realistic about both
refugees' education and employment trajectories as
long as legal status imposes such restrictions. The
situation requires an international political solution
whereby more significant numbers of refugees are
resettled in a third country, a conflict resolution
whereby a safe return for refugees is guaranteed, or
a more robust commitment to supporting changes
to policies that limit opportunities based on legal
status. Commitments to education and employment
for all at the national and international levels are
an important step towards a better future for those
whose displacement has severely limited their chances
for relevant education and employment. Where
commitments are made - as they must be - there must
be repercussions if commitments are not upheld.

Consider the effect of neoliberal and free-market
economic policies

Finally, Lebanon and Jordan's neoliberal and free-
market economic policies dominate the education
and employment discourse. These policies continue to
widen inequalities. Future policies ought to rethink the
existing structures of disparities and subordinations
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due to gender, socio-economic position and legal status.
An apolitical approach will fall short of restructuring
this system and shifting the debate from ‘access’ or
distribution of goods to ‘recognition’ beyond status.
This is not only an internal matter, humanitarian
agencies and the international community also have
a responsibility to support Lebanon and Jordan and
refugee communities to realise more dignified and
equitable education and employment outcomes.
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Afterword

Displacement impacts young people’s life chances. It
impacts access to education, the kind of education
that is available for them, and, indeed significantly, the
possibility to pursue an education. Similarly, being forced
to move to and live in a country where your status is
second class and your rights are restricted as compared
to citizens of that country affects access to employment
and livelihoods.

The insights and experiences we have presented in this
book are intended to give an understanding of some of
the restrictions that young people face in their trajectories
towards adulthood, how they negotiate those restrictions
and the outcomes of the restrictions on their lives.

There is an important dimension to this: young displaced
people in Jordan and Lebanon do not only identify
themselves through their displacement. They often want
to escape the refugee label - to be seen as individuals and
participants in the society on their own terms. In the
research presented here, we worked with non-displaced
nationals as well as people who have been displaced by
conflict. We find that young people’s realities in states
that host large groups of displaced populations and at
the same time are going through multiple crises are more
complex and require more nuanced understanding than
a simple division between displaced and hosts. Young
people’s intersectional identities and social positions play
arole in how they move through life.

When it comes to aspirations and plans for the future, a
key dimension in young people’s lives is their hope to be
recognised as members of communities and to be able to
contribute in a positive way to those communities. We
have shown how young people contribute and strategise.
However, we have also shown the injustice that they
face and how - sometimes - it is impossible to progress
towards a defined goal.

Placing young people’s realities and experiences at the
centre, shows that an exceptional approach to refugees
- as separate from non-displaced populations - might
not make sense in terms of aspirations for education
and employment. It also shows that multiple different
pathways should be available, to cater to the needs of these
different youth. As argued above, a simplistic division
into displaced and nationals does not reflect these needs.
However, enabling different pathways within the same
system, with young people being able to access various
services as per their need, would require that everyone
has equal rights to access such services and opportunities.
The situation is far from equal at the moment. Politically,
it is challenging to envisage that equal rights will be an
option in the near future. Hence, displacement continues

to profoundly shape young people’s lives. Legal status
persists as a determining factor for young people’s life
chances.

Despite these constraints, as shown throughout our work
and in their contributions to this publication, young
people across all the areas showed their determination,
creativity and persistence in forging their pathways
through education and employment, pushing for better
futures for themselves, their families, and their children,
and playing a role in their communities. As this particular
project comes to an end, we plan to continue working
with young people in order to share their experiences,
support their collective endeavors, and buttress the
advances they achieve.

In closing, we would like to share again our sincere
and heartfelt thanks to all of the young people who
participated in this research project. As reflected in the
writing from the project team included here, your words
and insights have left us stunned, challenged, and with
hope for the future.
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Written by: Israa El Hazzaa
Title: Mirrors

Mornings and evenings, at the peaks of my sorrow and
peaks of my joy, moments of pain and moments of
happiness, only my mirror shares my feelings.

Mirrors,

They work when there’s light

And are blocked when it’s dark

They love themselves when we love our reflections
And hate themselves when we don’t

Perhaps they feel guilty

In the dark, they conceal human secrets
And uncover them in daylight
They pride themselves of never being deceived

A mirror feels shame and sorrow when broken, by
someone’s fit of insanity

Adores itself when someone writes it ‘T love you’ with
red lipstick

Is excited when a woman dances for it, then beautifies herself
And feels sad, perhaps, when a woman parts ways with it,
to get to her lover’s embrace

At home, a mirror is a family member
It sees love in the bedroom as it does trouble
Sees those who cry in silence

Mirrors are exhausted; they, too, have been through a lot
In cars they watch what the country’s come to, people
arguing, traffic jams

And then, all that we have to live through

If they could talk, theyd burst!

But they love themselves when they pass by the loveliest
areas, capturing beautiful images and memories to those
who are watching

In beauty parlours they rejoice with rejoicing girls

Are unhappy when a girl is so with her looks

Feel jealous, perhaps, sometimes, of pretty girls

Mirrors

are a reflection of exteriors
When faces

are the mirrors of the soul
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